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Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With a Group of Editors and News Directors. 
September 16, 1977 


THE PresIvENT. I want to welcome all of 
you to the White House. Some of you 
have been here before. I think you’ve had 
a chance to meet with some of our staff 
this morning. And I hope that the day 
will be fruitful for you. 

One of the most important things to me 
as President is to have a means by which 
I can understand the problems and the 
questions that arise throughout the coun- 
try—sometimes removed from Washing- 
ton itself—to get a different perspective 
and also, of course, during my news con- 
ferences, that have been held and will al- 
ways be held, I hope, twice a month, to 
receive questions from the Washington 
press corps. 


The number of issues that confront me 
are very voluminous. I’d just like to out- 
line a few of them for you in preparation 
for your questions. 


ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


This morning I concluded my own 
talks with the Prime Minister of France, 
and this is a final meeting with him. He’ll 
now, this afternoon, meet with economic 
advisers, the Secretary of State, Secretary 
of Defense, Secretary of Energy, and 


others so that we, in shaping our own pol- 
icies for the future, will know the special 
problems of France, and vice versa. These 
discussions which I have had with many 
foreign leaders have been very helpful to 
me. 

As you know, I’ve never served in 
Washington before January. I’ve got a 
lot to learn about the processes, and I’ve 
gone out of my way this year to expand 
my own circle of knowledge outside just 
domestic issues. 

Last week, I met with, I think, 19 
heads of state of the Latin American 
countries. And I think we have a new 
relationship with them, brought about 
primarily by the prospect of the ratifica- 
tion of the Panama Canal Treaty. 

We are continuing our negotiations 
with the Soviets on the SALT question; 
also, on a comprehensive test ban of nu- 
clear weapons. And as you know, the So- 
viet Union in addition is a cochairman, 
along with us, of the Mideast talks that 
we hope will take place before the end 
of this year. 

This coming week, I'll have the first 
of a series of foreign ministers who will 
come and meet with me from the Middle 
Eastern region—Foreign Minister Dayan 
from Israel. And during the following 
weeks, I’ll meet with all the others. These 
meetings that come to me directly are pre- 
ceded, of course, by long discussions with 
the Secretary of State and others. 
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We have, in addition, many other de- 
fense matters that have come to my desk. 
Quite often, we have foreign matters that 
don’t relate to the prospect of war or the 
issue of peace. A recent one, concluded 
last week, was with the Canadians, on a 
means by which we might bring natural 
gas down to our country. And this is the 
biggest construction project ever under- 
taken in the history of the world, and I 
think we arrived at a common purpose 
there. 

We have already implemented the con- 
struction of a new Department of Energy. 
I approved it this week. Dr. Schlesinger 
has been working on this ever since I’ve 
been in office. 

We have finished in the House, I think, 
substantial legislation to set up an energy 
policy that might guide the new Depart- 
ment in its functions. We are running into 
additional problems in the Senate. The 
political pressures are enormous from the 
oil companies and others on the subject of 
energy. I think the House took very coura- 
geous action in this respect, and my hope 
and expectation is that the Senate will do 
the same. 


Welfare reform has been presented to 
the House and to the Senate this week in 
its final, legally drafted version of legisla- 
tion. And before the Congress adjourns 
this year, hopefully in October, I will 
present to them my tax reform package as 
well. This will take a great deal of debate 
and study, along with welfare. And that, 
obviously, can’t be concluded during this 
calendar year. 


We have, I think, been fairly successful 
so far. We’ve been learning, and I think 


that we put together a good organization 
here. 


I’ve obviously been concerned recently 
about the Bert Lance case, and I’ve not let 
it interfere with my own functions. I don’t 
think Bert has let it interfere with his 
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functions as the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

This is an agency with which I’m most 
intimately involved, personally, on a 
multiple basis every day. And because of 
my own engineering background and my 
habits acquired while I was Governor, I 
set very specific and rigid time schedules 
for the accomplishment of each compo- 
nent part of a major undertaking. And I 
can assure you that there has been ab- 
solutely zero slippage in the Office of 
Management and Budget because of this 
series of allegations that are now being an- 
swered by Bert Lance to the Senate—I 
hope, successfully. 

We've initiated this year—and this is 
the last point Ill make—a brand new 
budgeting system that I used in Georgia, 
called zero-based budgeting. It’s a massive 
undertaking for a bureaucracy of our size 
to completely change its mechanism by 
which next year’s budget will be prepared. 
But the fiscal year ’79 budget will be pre- 
pared in its entirety using the zero-based 
budgeting technique, where you don’t 
make any assumptions that present pro- 
grams or expenditures are sacred. You 
don’t just deal with the new additions next 
year for the budget considerations, but 
you start from zero and analyze the entire 
appropriation of funds. 

The reorganization effort is on sched- 
ule, and I think by the end of the 3-year 
period that’s been given me by the Con- 
gress, we will complete it to the satis- 
faction of the people of our country. 

T’ll be glad now to answer any questions 
that you might have. 

John [John McCormally, Hawk Eye, 
Burlington, Iowa]. 

QUESTIONS 


BERT LANCE 


Q. Mr. President, you say you read the 
editorials, so I might as well get what’s 
coming to me. [Laughter] We are very 
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well aware of your concern for the need 
for fairness to Mr. Lance, and you're re- 
spected for that by the people who sup- 
port you the most; those same people are 
the most concerned about the success of 
your Presidency. And on another issue, re- 
cently you remarked that life isn’t always 
fair. I wondered if you are confronted 
with the problem of whether a resolution 
may be necessary which is not altogether 
fair to Mr. Lance, but which is necessary 
for the larger concerns of the Presidency? 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes, that’s something 
Ill have to balance. And as I said yes- 
terday in a telephone talk to the news pro- 
gramers of television and radio stations, 
I don’t know of anything illegal that Bert 
Lance has done. I don’t know of any un- 
ethical conduct on his behalf. And I’m 
keeping an open mind about this entire 
subject until the Senate goes through its 
present procedure of analyzing in detail 
all of the new charges and allegations and 
claims and statements that have been 
made about Bert Lance. 


He’s now being given a fair chance to 
say these are all of the charges, this is my 
answer to them. And of course, I will cer- 
tainly have an eagerness to learn of any 
reason for me to change the assessment 
that I’ve just made. But I want to be fair 
about it, and I have a sure sense of the 
basic fairness of the American people. 


The facts, if divulged, will be conclu- 
sive, I think, in the shaping of public 
opinion. And one problem about the 
whole incident that I can’t comprehend, 
perhaps, adequately, is—let’s leave Bert 
Lance out of it for just a moment; just 
take any of you, or myself. If a series of, 
Say, incorrect allegations are made day 
after day after day with the highest 
possible publicity, the lead story on every 
television network every night and the 
headlines in the Washington Post and 
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other newspapers every day, and then all 
those allegations are proved to be false, 
how much of those allegations remain to 
damage the character of the person who 
might be totally innocent? 


And then you say, well, this person is 
damaged so that he can’t perform his 
functions adequately, when the damage 
has been caused either erroneously or 
falsely. Well, if that was the only factor, 
then my decision would be easy. But if 
I also have confidence that as the Ameri- 
can people learn—and it might take a 
while—that the allegations were basically 
false and have successfully been answered, 
that the character of the person, say, your- 
self, would be restored, then my decision 
would be a different one. And I really 
have been concerned about this matter, as 
you know. 


I don’t know an easy answer. But at 
this point, I have no evidence to indicate 
that Bert’s done anything illegal or uneth- 
ical. I wish that every one of you could 
read the FBI report which has been the 
subject of many references. Bert has an 
ability, under the law, to get the FBI re- 
port under the Freedom of Information 
Act and make it public. 


They interviewed, I guess, a hundred 
people—three of those people were in the 
Comptroller’s Office; three additional 
ones were in the Department of Justice. 
And the FBI questioned them about these 
same allegations, and the response of 
those, I think, all men, six men, were 
unanimously almost effusive in their rec- 
ommendation of Bert. But now their testi- 
mony under the pressure of Senate inter- 
rogation is a little bit different. But at the 
time that the Senate investigated first, I 
think the information was offered to them. 
Obviously, a lot of new questions have 
been raised. But in general, I’m still keep- 
ing an open mind about it. 


1371 





Sept. 17 


Q. Mr. President, I am from New Eng- 
land, and we don’t engage in overdrafts, 
as Mr. Lance calls some of his actions. 
When you were a businessman in Georgia, 
did you ever become involved in over- 
drafts? He gives the impression that it’s a 
common practice in the State of Georgia. 

THE PresivenT. There are several peo- 
ple here, I think, from Georgia. I don’t 
think that this is 

Q. But did you, in your business—— 

THE PreEsIDENT. Well, I can’t say that I 
depended on overdrafts to run my busi- 
ness, but as I have said in one of my reg- 
ular news conferences that was televised 
nationwide, yes, I’ve had overdrafts. Let 
me add one other thing. 

There is a fairly common practice—and 
I am not trying to criticize banks, because 
I don’t know how wide the practice is— 
but there’s a general sense at home, not 
because it’s in the South, but because I live 
in a small town, that if you have several 
accounts and a substantial balance in all 
those accounts, but then you become 
overdrawn in one of those accounts, then 
that’s not considered to be an illegal or an 
unethical act. 

I run, I would say in my business, six or 
seven individual accounts, different as- 
pects of my farm or my warehouse busi- 
ness. Also, I have a personal account. I 
never write any checks. I haven’t written 
three checks in the last 5 years. My wife 
does all the check writing. But if we 
should have $50,000 or $100,000 in my 
warehouse account, and in my own per- 
sonal account my wife should buy a dress 
and give a $25 check to pay for it and the 
check bounced because we were over- 
drawn, they would not send for the sheriff 
or call me on the phone to say, “You’ve 
disgraced yourself by having an over- 
draft.” They would say, in effect, “We'll 
honor this check. We’ll put a notice in 
your mailbox, and then you can shift some 


1372 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1977 


money from your warehouse account over 
into the personal account.” 


But I don’t excuse overdrafts. You 
know, it’s obvious that I would rather my 
own life have been completely free of any 
overdraft. But I can’t say that it’s an ac- 
ceptable thing. But I still don’t believe 
that it’s an unethical or illegal thing in the 
banking circles in which I’ve had to 
operate. 

ENERGY 


Q. Mr. President, people in the North- 
east are as concerned about energy as any- 
thing. I know that Secretary Schlesinger 
yesterday told the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee that he wasn’t sure how you were 
going to react to the idea of diverting the 
wellhead tax to energy production rather 
than tax rebates. I wonder, can you tell us 
today how you feel about it? 

THE Presipent. My preference is to 
have the wellhead tax receipts go to tax 
rebates. There are some alternatives that 
obviously will be considered by the Con- 
gress with or without my approval, and I 
can’t say that my own position will pre- 
vail ultimately. But there are different 
ways to use wellhead taxes. My preference 
is, as we presented it to the Congress, the 
rebates. One reason for that preference is 
that it’s fair. Another one is that it doesn’t 
create a tremendous withdrawal from the 
national economy of substantial amounts 
of money. If you have increased wellhead 
taxes and immediately return that money 
to people in better paychecks on a 2-week 
basis, then there’s not a shock to the 
country. If you withdraw that money and 
wait 3 months, 6 months, or a year before 
it gets back into the economy, you have a 
tremendous dampening effect on our na- 
tional economy, which is bad. 

Now, if some of the wellhead tax should 
be shifted to enhance the effectiveness of 
the energy goals, then I can’t see anything 
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very bad about that. If you had better 
rapid transit systems, better insulation of 
homes, more research and development, 
for instance, for new energy sources, that 
would be one thing. But the constant 
threat is that because of political pres- 
sures, that money is going to be returned 
to the oil companies under the guise of 
enhancing production. 

I think the oil companies have enough 
cash flow right now—certainly the majors 
do—to have, an adequate degree of explo- 
ration. In fact, that exploration, in my 
opinion, is adequate at this point. And 
I’m just as afraid that there is a threat 
that the wellhead tax is going to be given 
to the oil companies to reward them finan- 
cially. 

I think that our package has a gracious 
plenty of incentives for enhanced explo- 
ration and enhanced production of oil in 
this country. We have by far the highest 
price for newly discovered oil in this en- 
ergy package of anywhere on Earth, and I 
don’t think the oil companies deserve to 
get this money taken out of the consu- 
mers’ pockets and put in the pockets of 
the oil companies. 


TAX CREDIT FOR HOMEOWNERS 


Q. Sir, in light of the fact that many 
people are having a hard time affording 
a home these days and some are depend- 
ing, apparently, on the mortgage tax 
deduction which you have proposed to 
eliminate or reduce, do you have any idea 
what the impact is going to be? Have you 
done any studies on whether this is going 
to be preventing many people from buy- 
ing homes? 

THE President. In the first place, I 
have not decided on any specifics of a tax 
reform package at all. I’ve certainly not 
decided on eliminating credits for interest 
paid on homes or property taxes paid for 
homes. 
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During the political campaign, I prom- 
ised that there would not be a reduction 
in the stimulus for American families to 
own their own homes, and if there should 
be any change it would be compatible with 
that commitment of mine. 

Now, I have some doubt about whether 
this same level of interest rate deduction 
should be applicable to a $500,000 home 
or a second or third or fourth home for 
very wealthy families, as contrasted with 
the average American working family 
who’s trying to pay for one home in which 
they live. 

Also, you have to remember that if the 
credit is on a percentage basis, then a 
family that has a $15,000 income, if given 
a certain amount of credit for interest, 
only gets, say, 20 percent of that interest 
payment credited on their tax. But if 
you're in the 70-percent bracket, you get 
70 percent of any interest that you pay on 
your home. 

So, equalizing those homeownership 
credit incentives is part of the package. 
But it will not hurt the average family in 
trying to purchase or pay for their own 
dwelling place. 

Q. What limit do you propose, sir? 

THE PreswentT. I don’t know the 
specifics yet. 


BERT LANCE 


Q. Mr. President, do you think Bert 
Lance has strengthened or weakened his 
position since yesterday morning? 

THE PrEsIwENT. I’ve not had a chance 
to watch the television programs, except 
that my staff puts together an 18- or 20- 
minute recap on some of the highlights. 
And I see those on occasion. I spent all 
yesterday and today in my regular busi- 
ness and meeting with Prime Minister 
Barre. 

But my assessment from the brief time 
I’ve watched it, and also from my own 


1373 





Sept. 17 


staff, is that he has enhanced his position, 
because he was in a situation where, 
literally, for weeks, all kinds of allegations 
or charges were made, including criminal 
violation of the writing of checks to avoid 
paying of taxes, which is fraudulent and 
illegal. He was alleged to be an embezzler 
by a convicted felon. And on that basis, 
the chairman and the minority leader of 
the Senate [committee] had called for his 
immediate resignation, and he had not 
had a chance to answer those charges. 

Now that he has answered the 
charges—I hope and believe success- 
fully—I think he’s certainly enhanced his 
position. 

PUERTO RICO 


Q. Mr. President, I’m from San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Buenas tardes. 

THE PreswentT. Muchas gracias. 

Q. Would you object to a U.N. fact- 
finding team going to Puerto Rico to look 
into the idea, the charges that have been 


raised, that we are a colony of the United 
States? 


THE Preswent. Yes, I would object to 
that. I don’t have any objection to any 
analysis of the question, but I think my 
own statement and the statement of all 
the leaders of our country that whatever 
Puerto Rico’s people want to do is accept- 
able to me. If the Puerto Rican people 
want to be a commonwealth, I will sup- 
port it. If the Puerto Rican people want 
to be a State, I will support it. If the 
Puerto Rican people want to be an inde- 
pendent nation, I would support it. 

Q. But the U.N. has no jurisdiction? 

THE PrEsweENT. I don’t think the U.N. 
has any jurisdiction. And particularly 
when this question is raised by Cuba, a 
government that has no respect for in- 
dividual freedom or individual liberty 
and permits no vote of any kind in their 
own country, to accuse us of trying to sub- 
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jugate the people of Puerto Rico, to me, 
is absolutely and patently ridiculous. 


TRAVEL TO LATIN AMERICA 


Q. Are you planning a trip down that 
way or the Caribbean way in the Latin 
American trip? 

THE PresivENT. I would like to come 
down there as soon as I can. An impor- 
tant goal of my administration is to build 
up a renewed understanding and trust 
and communication with the nations and 
the people who live south of here in our 
hemisphere. My wife’s already visited 
seven nations, as you know. 

Q. She is coming to San Juan in 2 
weeks? 


THE Present. Yes, she’s coming 
there in 2 weeks to make a speech to a 
news group. In addition to that, Andy 
Young has been down to visit several of 
the countries in the South. Assistant Sec- 
retary Todman has been down. Very 
shortly, I think next month, the Secre- 
tary of State will come down to Latin 
America. And I hope to come, too. I don’t 
have any specific date yet. 


NATURAL GAS PIPELINE 


Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the 
pipeline from the North Slope. The Gov- 
ernor of our State, California, Governor 
Brown, has been running around saying 
that you have given California a finger 
instead of a leg regarding the western leg 
that goes into California. Would you com- 
ment on that? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I would like to 
say one thing to start with, that the people 
of California are my constituents just as 
much as they are the Governor’s constit- 
uents, and I have just as deep a concern 
about the future prosperity and good life 
of the people of California as the Gov- 
ernor or anyone else. 

I’ve never had any disagreements with 
Governor Brown. So far as I know, he’s 
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never mentioned the western leg of the 
pipeline to me. If he corresponded with 
some of my staff members and I’m not 
familiar with it, then, of course, that 
would be understandable. 

I’ve been with him several times this 
year, both in California, and he spent a 
night with me at the mansion. We’ve had 
long discussions, but I did not know he 
was dissatisfied with the arrangement at 


all. 


One of the problems, however, with 
the El] Paso route, which was the alter- 
native, was the reluctance of California 
to provide some means by which oil or 
natural gas could come into the State to 
be used there and also to be transported 
to other parts of the country. I don’t say 
that in a spirit of criticism, because I’m 
concerned about environmental questions 
and possible oil spills and, also, the deteri- 
oration in the quality of air, because of 
heavy shipping transport, as well. 


But I would expect that Governor 
Brown and I and other State and Federal 
officials would eagerly search for a basis 
on which we could assure California ade- 
quate energy supplies in the future. 

My decision to go with the Alcan route 
was one of great importance to our coun- 
try. But certainly none of the factors in- 
volved was to damage California people 
whom I care about very much. 


BUSINESS TAXES 


Q. Mr. President, I appreciate the 
honor of being here and meeting you. I’ve 
been an admirer of yours. The one thing 
that concerns me and, I think, concerns 
you and the country, is the tax reforms 
that are getting into the magazines, et 
cetera. 

You see what’s happening to the stock 
market. I, like you, was a poor boy in 
Washington that became affluent. Now, I 
don’t like to see small business—which, I 
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believe I read in Fortune, contributes 90 
percent of the gross national product— 
now, where you make statements that 
capital gains might go to 50 percent, more 
social security taxes to a small business- 
man, it’s killing the American incentive. 
And I do hope that you will give it serious 
thought to keep venture capital going, not 
for the big corporations. We support the 
big corporation. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, one of the 
major considerations in evolving the tax 
reform package is obviously to provide 
adequate incentive for business expansion. 
And I believe that when the tax reform 
package is made public, that there will be 
a sigh of relief and also a removal of the 
inevitable uncertainty about what the 
terms of the tax proposal might encom- 
pass. 


Also, of course, through long weeks of 
House and Senate hearings, any possible 
improvements on the tax reform package 
would be explored. 


We have met with many leaders—I 
have personally—representing small busi- 
nesses, large businesses, the professions, 
labor, consumers, tax experts, in trying to 
evolve a good package. And I think it 
will be good. We hope that there will be 
equity. We hope that there will be a re- 
duction in tax rates. We hope that there 
will be simplicity, and we hope that we 
can provide an adequate assurance of im- 
proved venture capital in the future. And 
we hope that there will be substantial tax 
reductions. 


Those are about five factors that I hope 
will be in the tax reform package and 
which I can predict to you with great as- 
surance will be in the tax package. 

Q. With the 15-percent tax investment 
credit, you cut the unemployment rate to 
4 percent. 


THE PresweNT. That sounds very 
good. 
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DON TUCKER 


Q. Mr. President, do you plan to with- 
draw your nomination of Don Tucker to 
the CAB, and do you think the Lance 
matter has hurt that? 

THE PresipenT. I haven’t any inten- 
tions to withdraw the nomination. I un- 
derstand that there has been some con- 
cern raised within the committee. I have 
not received that report; I’ve just read 
about it in the news. But I will look into it, 
and if there are some provable allegations 
there that I didn’t know about when the 
recommendation was made, then I would 
certainly reconsider. But I don’t have any 
intention now, knowing what I know, to 
withdraw the recommendation. Don 


Tucker is speaker of the house in Florida. 
He’s been recommended strongly by the 
two Senators in Florida. He’s been recom- 
mended strongly by Governor Reubin 
Askew from Florida. And I don’t even 
know what the reason for the hesitancy in 
the Senate staff is at this point. 


SUGAR PRICE SUPPORTS 


Q. Mr. President, during the House- 
Senate conference committee on_ this 
year’s agriculture act, an administration 
spokesman said he felt that tariffs should 
be used—or tariffs would be used to main- 
tain the price of sugar, rather than a 
price support program of Government 
subsidies. 

Yesterday, Secretary of Agriculture 
Bergland announced that a payments pro- 
gram, very similar to the one declared 
illegal by the Comptroller General, was 
going to be proposed. Why are you insist- 
ing on Government subsidies rather than 
tariffs or import restrictions to support 
the price of sugar? And, secondly, do you 
think that sugar prices should be sup- 
ported at all? 


Tue Preswwent. Yes, I think that 
sugar prices ought to be supported. I 
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think that a 13!/4-cent sugar price is about 
the minimum that would be advisable, 
both for domestic producers and also for 
imported sugar. We have supported the 
new farm bill which provides price sup- 
ports until the international sugar agree- 
ment can be implemented. 

I did this reluctantly, as you may know. 
We did not support the de la Garza 
amendment in its original form and-ac- 
cepted it only if the conferees would agree 
that the price support mechanism would 
be terminated at the time an international 
sugar agreement was reached, if the inter- 
national sugar agreement encompassed a 
price of about 131% cents. 

Tariffs are a terrible thing to impose, 
because many of our friends in Latin 
America depend heavily upon sugar. One 
of the most democratic nations in the 
world derives almost its entire income 
from the export of sugar. And for us to 
put an obstacle to their shipment of 
sugar to our country would, I think, al- 
most destroy their economy, their govern- 
ment, probably shift it toward a complete 
dependence on totalitarian assistance and 
would not be fair, as well. 

We've tried to avoid a protectionist 
policy since I’ve been in office. And I 
think the best way to do it is through in- 
ternational agreements that, in effect, set 
minimum and maximum prices for com- 
modities whose prices, without constraint, 
fluctuate so wildly. 


We’ve seen this happen in the case of 
coffee. We’ve seen it happen in the case 
of sugar, where it went almost up to a 
dollar and then dropped down to about 8 
cents. Well, we can accommodate that. 
It’s devastating to a sugar farmer or to 
the sugar producers, but our national 
economy is so varied that we can accom- 
modate it. But for a country where 85 
percent of all their exports is sugar, this 
is devastating. 
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So, I don’t like tariffs as such. They 
would particularly be damaging to our 
closest friends and allies in this hemi- 
sphere. They also, I think, would cost the 
American taxpayer a great deal more. 
And I think that an international agree- 
ment on sugar of about 13 cents would be 
the preferable approach, and until that 
can be put into effect, I have reluctantly 
agreed to support the price support as- 
pects of the new farm bill. 


THE MIDDLE EAST 


Q. Mr. President, Jim Wisch, with the 
Texas Jewish Post, Dallas and Fort 
Worth. 

First of all, on behalf of the American 
Jewish Publishers Association, I want to 
thank you for the profound message you 
sent from your wife, Rosalynn, and your- 
self to the American Jewish community. 
It was indeed very sincere. And with re- 
gard to your sincerity, which was recog- 
nized by all editors across the country, re- 
gardless of their background, I want to 
point up to you your profound statement 
on the Mideast which we published right 
before the election, which was highly in- 
formative and set out many things that 
you had proposed to do. 

I just returned from the Mideast, where 
I had a long, long conversation with Am- 
bassador Lewis. And it seems to me 
there’s a great deal of apprehension go- 
ing on amongst American Jews and Jews 
of the world, and somehow it rests upon 
what some of your decisions are going to 


be. 


I think this apprehension could be 
cleared, because I think there may be a 
disagreement, perhaps, in semantics 
rather than in objectives. And I wonder if 
you had been concerned about your popu- 
larity or your interpretation vis-a-vis your 
embracement of the PLO, and that your 
regard for them has given them a prop- 
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aganda ploy where they have become re- 
calcitrant—they still employ Chapter 16, 
the complete destruction of Israel. Now, 
people think that you are pushing Israel 
to sit down and recognize the PLO, re- 
gardless of that point in the PLO’s plat- 
form. 242, your resolution, which you so 
eloquently described last July, says that 
nobody can sit down unless it’s a face-to- 
face discussion and they recognize the en- 
tity of each nation as being a sovereign 
nation like we are doing with Panama. 

And in view of this regard, I wonder if 
you plan to clear this up or elucidate or 
however you plan to handle this. 

THE PRESIDENT. With all due respect, 
that’s one of the most distorted assess- 
ments of my own policy that I’ve ever 


heard. 


Q. It is not my 
[laughter] 


THE PRESIDENT. I understand. 


assessment— 


Q. But it’s incumbent upon me to 
bring it to you. 

THE PRESIDENT. I’ve never endorsed 
the PLO. Our Government has had no 
communication, at all, directly with the 
PLO. The only communication has been 
when representatives of the PLO have 
been to Arab leaders immediately prior to 
a Cy Vance visit with them or their visit 
to our country and have delivered mes- 
sages to us indirectly. 

Our agreement with the Israeli Gov- 
ernment several years ago, before I be- 
came President, was that we would not 
communicate with the PLO as long as 
they did not refute their commitment to 
destroy the nation of Israel and did not 
accept the right of Israel to exist. Our 
public position is the same as our private 
position. There is no difference between 
them. 


We have said that if the PLO would 
accept publicly the right of Israel to exist 
and exist in peace, as described under 
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United Nations Resolution 242, that we 
would meet with them and discuss the 
future of the Palestinians in the Middle 
East. We have never called on the PLO 
to be part of the future negotiations. We 
have said that the Palestinian people 
should be represented in the future ne- 
gotiations. That is one of the three major 
elements of any agreement that might 
lead to lasting peace—one is the terri- 
torial boundaries; the other one is the 
Arab countries accepting Israel, to live in 
peace as neighbors; and the third one is 
some resolution of the Palestinian ques- 
tion. 

I’ve never called for an independent 
Palestinian country. We have used the 
word “entity.” And my own preference as 
expressed in that talk that I made in New 
Jersey, I think, and now, is that we think 
that if there is a Palestinian entity estab- 
lished on the West Bank, that it ought to 
be associated with Jordan, for instance. I 
think this was the case among many 
Israeli leaders as their preference in the 
past. 

So, we have been very cautious, very 
careful, very consistent in spelling out our 
posture on the Middle Eastern settle- 
ments. When we have gone around, for 
instance—I haven’t, but Cy Vance has 
gone around to Israel, to Jordan, to Syria, 
to Egypt, to Saudi Arabia—to talk about 
a future Middle Eastern conference and, 
hopefully, a settlement, we have taken the 
same exact written set of principles 
so there would be no difference among 
them, and discussed it with Sadat and 
Hussein and Asad and Fahd and with 
Mr. Begin, so that there would never 
be any allegation on any part of theirs 
that we took one position with the Israelis 
and a different position with the Arabs. 

Sometimes the Israelis would say, “We 
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don’t accept this principle number 4.” 
Sometimes the Arabs would say, “We 
don’t accept principle number 1.” But 
we've tried to negotiate in good faith. 

I might say one other thing. We are not 
just an idle bystander. We are not just an 
uninterested intermediary or mediator. 
Our country has a direct, substantial in- 
terest in a permanent peace in the Middle 
East. And I sincerely hope and I believe 
that the nations who live there also want 
to have a permanent settlement and a 
permanent peace in the Middle East. And 
the principles that I described in that 
speech, the principles that the Vice Presi- 
dent described in a speech he made in 
California earlier this year, and the princi- 
ples that we espouse in our public and 
private conversations with Arabs and 
Israelis and with Prime Minister Barre, 
yesterday, from France, and others who 
are interested, are exactly the same. We’ve 
never deviated. 

We have learned a lot. And as we’ve 
learned, we’ve added additional new items 
onto our basic proposal. But ultimately, 
the Middle Eastern settlement has got to 
be an agreement among the parties in- 
volved. 

Now, I hope that all the countries are 
eager to negotiate in good faith. I hope 
that none of them are putting up deliber- 
ate obstacles to prevent a Geneva confer- 
ence from being convened. That’s my 
hope and that’s my present expectation. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


THE PRESIDENT. I’m sorry that I have 
to leave. I’ve enjoyed it. You asked superb 
questions, and I always appreciate your 
coming. 

NOTE: The interview began at 1 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 


The transcript of the interview was released 
on September 17. 
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Panama Canal Treaties 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaties. September 16, 1977 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the purpose of 
receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, the Panama Canal 
Treaty and the Treaty Concerning the 
Permanent Neutrality and Operation of 
the Panama Canal, which I signed on be- 
half of the United States at the head- 
quarters of the Organization of American 
States on September 7, 1977. I also trans- 
mit, for the information of the Senate, the 
report of the Department of State with 
respect to those Treaties. 


When ratified, the Treaties will estab- 
lish new arrangements for operating and 
defending the Panama Canal, and for en- 
suring its continuing neutrality and ac- 
cessibility to all shipping. These objectives 
will be achieved through a new, coopera- 
tive relationship between the United 


States and Panama under which the 
United States will continue to operate the 
Canal until December 31, 1999. After this 
period of preparation, Panama will as- 
sume control of Canal operations, with 
the United States sharing permanent re- 
sponsibility for maintaining the Canal’s 
neutrality. 


The Treaties serve the essential interest 
of the United States in an efficient and 
safe Canal. They permit a new relation- 
ship with Panama based on friendship 
and mutual respect. Moreover, they re- 
move a major obstacle to the betterment 
of our relations with the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean area, 
and will substantially improve our stand- 
ing with other nations, particularly those 
of the developing world. 
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I believe that these Treaties are fair to 
both countries, consistent with our herit- 
age, and right for our times. They protect 
United States interests in the Panama 
Canal for the future better than the 1903 
Convention which they will replace. Un- 
due delay in ratification could cause seri- 
ous problems for our foreign relations and 
jeopardize our long-term interests in the 
Canal and in the Hemisphere. Accord- 
ingly, I urge the Senate to give these 
Treaties early and favorable considera- 
tion. 

Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 


September 16, 1977. 


NOTE: The text of the message was released 
on September 17. 


United Nations 


Nomination of U.S. Representatives and 
Alternate Representatives to the 32d Session 
of the General Assembly. September 19, 1977 


The President today announced the 
persons he will nominate as Representa- 
tives and Alternate Representatives of the 
United States to the Thirty-second Ses- 
sion of the United Nations General As- 
sembly, which will be held in New York 
from September 20 to December 17. They 
are: 


Representatives: 


ANDREW J. Younc, U.S. Representative to 
the United Nations; 


James F. Leonarp, Jr., Deputy Representa- 
tive of the United States to the United 
Nations; 


Lester L. Wo rr, U.S. Representative from 
New York, member of the House Interna- 
tional Relations Committee; 
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CuHarLes W. WHALEN, Jr., U.S. Representa- 
tive from Ohio, member of the House In- 
ternational Relations Committee; 

Coretta Scott Kine, lecturer and writer, 
president of the Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Foundation and the Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Center for Social Change. 


Alternate Representatives: 


Dona.p F. McHenry, Deputy Representative 
of the United States in the Security Council 
of the United Nations; 

ME.issA F. WELLs, Representative of the 
United States on the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations; 

ALLARD K. LoweEnsTEINn, Alternate Repre- 
sentative of the United States for Special 
Political Affairs in the United Nations; 

Marjorie C. BENTON, employed by Films, 
Inc., of Wilmette, IIl., president of the Bet- 
ter Government Association (Chicago), 
chairperson, Illinois 51.3% Committee; 

Joun C. KENNEDy, partner and general man- 
ager of an Oklahoma real estate and insur- 
ance firm, chairman of the Oklahoma De- 
partment of Transportation. 


Fire Prevention Week, 1977 


Proclamation 4521. September 19, 1977 
By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The United States of America and its 
people continue to be victims of destruc- 
tive fires at a rate unmatched in the indus- 
trialized world. For this reason, it is essen- 
tial that we all be aware of the potential 
for tragedy from fire and that we do all 
within our power to eradicate the threat 
of unwanted fire. 

The most recent figures available indi- 
cate that about 7,500 Americans die, over 
300,000 are injured, and more than $4 
billion in property is lost annually because 
of fire. These fires occur in all areas of 
America, in homes, factories, offices, 
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schools, nightclubs, prisons, and homes for 
elderly, and affect all Americans. Profes- 
sional fire fighters bear a disproportionate 
burden of the human costs of fire; theirs 
is still one of the most hazardous profes- 
sions in America. In addition, thousands 
of individuals face the dangers of fire 
without pay, as volunteer fire fighters. 

Through the efforts of the fire services, 
concerned citizens, the private sector, and 
government, Americans are becoming in- 
creasingly aware of the problem, and 
some of its solutions. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, JimMy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby designate the week begin- 
ning October 9, 1977, as Fire Prevention 
Week. 

I call upon all Americans to learn basic 
fire prevention and personal fire safety 
practices and to apply these safeguards 
to reduce the toll of death, burn injuries 
and property loss due to fire. 

I urge all Federal, State and local agen- 
cies concerned with such national prob- 
lems as energy conservation, environmen- 
tal protection, and economic well-being to 
consider fully how their programs can 
help assure that all Americans live and 
work in an environment that is as safe as 
possible from the danger of fire. 

I urge the continued cooperation of 
Government and the private sector in en- 
couraging the use of smoke detection and 
fire suppression systems. 

I call upon the members of the Joint 
Council of National Fire Service Organi- 
zations, the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation, all other organizations concerned 
with fire safety, and the National Fire 
Prevention and Control Administration to 
provide the leadership, planning, and in- 
novation necessary for an effective na- 
tional fire prevention and control effort. 

Finally, let us all recognize the valiant 
and determined efforts of the fire services, 
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code enforcement officers, Federal offi- 
cials, and State and local government offi- 
cials in fire prevention and control. 


In Witness WuHeErEoF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this nineteenth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and second. 

Jmummy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:49 p.m., September 19, 1977] 


Meeting With Foreign Minister 
Moshe Dayan of Israel 


White House Statement Issued Following the 
Meeting Between the President and the 
Foreign Minister. September 19, 1977 


President Carter and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Moshe Dayan met in the Cabinet 
Room for 1 hour, 35 minutes. The meet- 
ing was also attended by Vice President 
Walter Mondale; Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance; Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; Hamilton Jordan, Assistant to the 
President; Robert J. Lipshutz, Counsel to 
the President; David Aaron, Deputy As- 
sistant for National Security Affairs; Al- 
fred L. Atherton, Jr., Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs; Samuel Lewis, U.S. Ambassador 
to Israel; and William Quandt, National 
Security Council staff member, on the 
American side; and His Excellency Sim- 
cha Dinitz, Ambassador of Israel to the 
United States; The Honorable Ephraim 
Evron, Director General, Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs; The Honorable Hanan Bar- 
on, Minister, Embassy of Israel; Mr. Meir 
Rosenne, Legal Advisor to the Foreign 
Minister; Mr. Naphtali Lavie, Foreign 
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Ministry Spokesman and Advisor to the 
Foreign Minister; and Mr. Elyakim Ru- 
binstein, Director, Foreign Minister’s Bu- 
reau, and Advisor to the Foreign Minister, 
on the Israeli side. 

The President began by expressing per- 
sonal pleasure at his first opportunity to 
welcome Foreign Minister Dayan to the 
White House. He noted that his talks to- 
day inaugurate a series of detailed and 
concrete discussions with foreign ministers 
from the Middle East in the intensive 
search for a comprehensive peace settle- 
ment. The President repeated his determi- 
nation to help the parties reach that 
settlement. He underlined his conviction 
that a just and lasting peace in this vital 
area of the world requires compromise 
and courageous leadership from all the 
parties to the negotiations. 

The President and Foreign Minister 
emphasized the importance of instituting 
negotiations between the parties through 
resuming the Geneva conference. The 
President and the Foreign Minister re- 
viewed the substantive issues of a settle- 
ment and discussed questions related to 
organizing the conference. There was an 
exchange of views on the question of the 
Palestinian representation and the ques- 
tion of Israeli settlements. The Foreign 
Minister elaborated on the draft treaty of 
peace the Government of Israel had sub- 
mitted to us for a comprehensive settle- 
ment. As a follow-on to this meeting, 
Secretary Vance will discuss the Israeli 
plan in depth with the Foreign Minister 
and will also discuss with him some spe- 
cific American suggestions for reconciling 
the differences between the parties. 

The talk between the President and the 
Foreign Minister will be useful in pro- 
ceeding with the discussions the President, 
and later the Secretary of State, are having 
with the other foreign ministers. Their 
talk was conducted in the open and 





Sept. 19 


friendly spirit of relations between our two 
countries which permits differences to be 
discussed candidly and in the knowledge 
that both the United States and Israel 
have a heavy stake in achieving their 
shared goal of peace in the Middle East. 
In this connection, the President re- 
affirmed the commitment of the United 
States to the security of Israel. 


Consumer Protection Act 
Amendments 


Remarks on Signing H.R. 5294 Into Law. 
September 20, 1977 


I’m glad to see there’s a lot of interest 
in this legislation. It’s a great pleasure for 
me to meet with all of you this morning 
to sign H.R. 5294, which is a fair debt 
collection bill. 

And before I sign this legislation, I 
would particularly like to thank Senator 
Proxmire and Senator Riegle, who did so 
much hard work on this, and Congress- 
men Reuss, Annunzio, Wylie, and others 
behind me, who fought a very difficult 
fight—very close in the House, very over- 
whelming in the Senate—to get this leg- 
islation into law. 

This is the first consumer bill that I’ve 
had the opportunity to sign, and it’s one of 
the first times, I think, in the history of our 
country when a consumer bill has been 
signed here at the White House. [ Laugh- 
ter] But I believe it’s important for me 
as President to indicate my strong interest 
in this legislation. 


It’s not a minor matter to treat con- 
sumers fairly in this country. And if there’s 
one major gap in what has been accom- 
plished by my predecessors in the White 
House and by previous Congresses, it is 
in the protection of consumers. I hope 
that this is the first of a series of bills 
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that I’ll be able to sign here on the White 
House lawn. 


I believe that we need to pursue the 
opportunity for consumers to be repre- 
sented before the agencies of the Federal 
Government which determine their right 
to a fair opportunity in our economic 
structure. I hope that we’ll have a chance 
to enhance the use of responsible class 
action suits. And above all, I hope that 
I’ll have a chance to sign into law an act 
creating the consumer protection agency, 
which I believe is of very great importance 
to our country. 


The deliberate misinformation that’s 
been promulgated about this legislation is 
disheartening to me. And I hope that the 
Members of Congress who have already 
shown their courage in protecting con- 
sumers against what is often very strong 
pressure will again renew their effort to 
pass this law which will create the agency 
that I’ve described. 


We now have consumer protection 
scattered so diversely throughout the Fed- 
eral Government that it’s impossible to 
make it effective. And it would be a great 
saving in taxpayers’ money; it would be a 
great saving in the wasted efforts of pub- 
lic employees; and it would also be a 
great step forward in letting American 
people know that our free enterprise 
system can be fair—to implement this 
agency in the future. 


This bill assures that collection proce- 
dures are fair. Testimony that was given 
during the hearings on this bill showed 
that quite often innocent consumers— 
some of whom had even been misidenti- 
fied as debtors—were harassed by profane 
language, by false statements made to 
them directly or by telephone, by calls 
after midnight to disturb a family, by 
threats which were contrary to the law, 
by alleging that consumers were violating 
the law when in fact they weren’t. And 
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these practices will now be made illegal 
among about 5,000 collection agencies, 
most of which are honest and law-abiding 
and do a proper job; some of which, 
though, need to be corrected. About $5 
billion a year are collected by these agen- 
cies. And this is a great step forward in 
indicating to the American people that 
the Congress believes that consumers 
need to be treated fairly. 


So, because of these reasons and many 
others, I congratulate the Members of the 
House and Senate behind me, who rep- 
resent many others, and express my con- 
gratulations to the consumers of America 
and my own pride in being able to sign 
this legislation, which is a great step 
forward. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the 
signing ceremony in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 

As enacted, H.R. 5294 is Public Law 95-109, 
approved September 20. 


Federal Farm Credit Board 


Nomination of Owen Cooper and 
Edgar C. Rutherford To Be Members. 
September 20, 1977 


The President today announced that 
he has nominated Owen Cooper and 
Edgar C. Rutherford to be members of 
the Federal Farm Credit Board, Farm 
Credit Administration, for terms expir- 


ing March 31, 1983. 


Cooper, of Yazoo City, Miss., would 
replace Ernest G. Spivey, term expired. 
Cooper was born April 19, 1908, in War- 
ren County, Miss. He received a B.S. in 
agriculture from Mississippi State Uni- 
versity in 1929, an M.A. in political sci- 
ence and economics from the University 
of Mississippi in 1936, and graduated 
from Jackson School of Law in 1938. 
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Cooper was a teacher of vocational 
agriculture from 1930 to 1935 and served 
as assistant director of the Mississippi 
State Planning Commission from 1936 to 
1938. From 1938 to 1949, he was execu- 
tive director of the Mississippi Farm Bu- 
reau Federation. He was chief executive 
officer of Mississippi Chemical Corp., 
from 1949 until his retirement in 1973. 

Cooper is a member and former direc- 
tor of the Mississippi Council of Farm 
Cooperatives and the National Council of 
Farm Cooperatives. He is former chair- 
man of the board of Mississippi Action 
for Progress. He is a member of the exec- 
utive committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the board of directors of 
the Mississippi Religious Leadership 
Council. 

Rutherford, of Brawley, Calif., would 
replace Earl S. Smittcamp, term expired. 
Rutherford was born February 9, 1916, 
in Brawley, Calif. Since 1937 he has been 
a farmer and farmland owner in the 
Imperial Valley of California. He has also 
raised cattle since 1937. Rutherford was 
director of the Federal Land Bank Asso- 
ciation of El Centro, Calif., for 10 years. 


20th Anniversary of the 
Commission on Civil Rights 
Message of the President. September 20, 1977 


With the creation of the Civil Rights 
Commission by Title I of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957, a new era emerged in the 
protection of the equal rights guaranteed 
to every citizen by the Constitution of our 
nation. For the first time in history, our 
country had an official advocate to press 
for the full realization of these rights in 
the daily lives of our people. 

As we mark the twentieth anniversary 
of this great institution, I welcome the 
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opportunity to express my strong personal 
commitment to expanding equality of op- 
portunity for our citizens, to ending all 
remaining discrimination in every sphere 
of American life and to maintaining rigid 
enforcement of all Federal laws in this 
area. 

Mindful of the oath of office I took, I 
am determined that my Administration 
will remain committed, in both spirit and 
action, to the enforcement of the civil 
rights acts that defend the individual free- 
doms of all our citizens. 

Jimmy CarTER 
NOTE: The text of the message was made 
available by the White House Press Office. 


It was not issued in the form of a White 
House press release. 


Federal Civilian and Military Pay 


Announcement of Adjustment of Certain 
Rates of Pay and Allowances. 
September 20, 1977 


The President announced today that 
he intends to grant a 7.05 percent across- 
the-board pay increase for the 1.4 million 
Federal white-collar employees and a 
matching increase for the 2 million mili- 
tary personnel. The pay adjustments will 
be effective on the first day of the first 
applicable pay period beginning on or 
after October 1, 1977. 

Under the Federal Pay Comparability 
Act of 1970, the President has responsi- 
bility for determining annually the in- 
crease needed to maintain comparability 
between Federal white-collar and private 
sector salaries for the same level of work. 
In making his decision on the size of the 
pay raise, the President is required by 
the Federal Pay Comparability Act to 
consider the recommendations of three 
separate advisory panels. 
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One recommendation was made by the 
President’s “Pay Agent,” which consists 
of the Secretary of Labor, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget, 
and the Chairman of the Civil Service 
Commission, acting jointly. The Pay 
Agent recommended a 7.05 percent 
across-the-board increase. 

A second recommendation was made 
by the Federal Employees Pay Council, 
a five-member group of Federal employee 
union leaders. The Council argued that 
an 8.8 percent increase was justified this 
year. 

The third recommendation was made 
by the President’s Advisory Committee 
on Federal Pay, an impartial group of 
private sector experts established by law 
to advise the President on pay matters. 
The Committee endorsed the Pay Agent’s 
recommendation for a 7.05 percent in- 
crease. 

The 7.05 percent pay increase will cost 
about $3.4 billion. There is an allowance 
currently provided in the budget for this 
increase. The 8.8 percent recommended 
by the Federal Employees Pay Council 
would have cost about $850 million more 
than the 7.05 percent increase. 

Affected by this increase are the salary 
schedules for Federal civilian employees 
of the General Schedule, the Foreign 
Service, and the Department of Medicine 
and Surgery, Veterans’ Administration. 
Federal blue-collar workers and postal 
employees have their pay adjusted by 
separate systems. 


Additionally affected are the basic pay, 
quarters, and subsistence allowance sched- 
ules of the Uniformed Services. The law 
gives the President some flexibility in dis- 
tributing the 7.05 percent increase among 
these schedules. A final decision on the 
precise distribution has not yet been 
made. 
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Child Health Day, 1977 


Proclamation 4522. September 20, 1977 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This Nation was established to provide 
its people with the chance for better lives. 
Our early settlers and those who expand- 
ed the Nation westward bore their sacri- 
fices and hardships with the assurance 
that in this free land future generations 
would enjoy opportunities still un- 
dreamed of. 

The health of America’s children today 
often determines what their future can be 
tomorrow. Over the years the number 
of deaths among babies has been drasti- 
cally cut and we have made great strides 
toward eliminating the diseases and hand- 
icaps of childhood. We still have much 
to learn and accomplish, especially in the 
areas of birth abnormalities, child abuse, 


teenage alcoholism and drug addiction, 
lack of availability of medical care, and 
damage brought on by environmental 
factors. 


But it is tragic for a child to die or 
endure lifelong handicaps from condi- 
tions we can prevent. Although such 
diseases as polio, measles, rubella, diph- 
theria and whooping cough have been 
subdued for the time being, they are not 
beaten. It is in our power to protect all 
our children, but nearly 40 per cent of 
those under the age of 15 are inade- 
quately immunized. Some of these chil- 
dren will die or have serious disabilities 
and unborn babies will be permanently 
damaged from these preventable diseases 
and their complications. 


No American child should die or suffer 
needless handicaps from diseases for 
which safe and effective vaccines are 
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readily available. Neither should any 
child be deprived of adequate nutrition 
or a safe environment. While pushing 
back the walls of our knowledge and im- 
proving medical techniques may be re- 
stricted to scientists and medical experts, 
this is an area where every citizen can 
have an impact on giving our children 
the opportunity for better health, both 
now and in the years to come. 


To encourage awareness of the funda- 
mental necessity of a year-round program 
for the protection and the development 
of the Nation’s health, the Congress, by 
joint resolution of May 18, 1928, as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 143) has requested 
the President to issue annually a procla- 
mation designating the first Monday in 
October as Child Health Day and calling 
for its appropriate observance. 


Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 
1977, as Child Health Day. I invite all 
Americans, as well as all agencies and 
organizations dedicated to the well-being 
of children, to unite on that day in support 
of activities that will alert each of us to 
our separate and collective responsibilities 
to protect and enhance the health of 
America’s children and to provide them 
with the opportunity to live in safety and 
to grow up strong and knowledgeable 
about their own and their families’ health 
needs. 


In Witness WHueEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twentieth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and second. 

Jimmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
5:03 p.m., September 20, 1977] 
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Presidential Task Force on the 
District of Columbia 


Remarks of the Vice President on the 
President’s Decisions on Task Force 
Recommendations. September 21, 1977 


For the past several months a congres- 
sional, District government, and executive 
branch task force has been meeting at the 
request of the President to review the 
major issues in Federal relations with the 
District of Columbia. On behalf of the 
President, I would particularly like to ex- 
press our appreciation for the advice, help, 
and cooperation of the members of that 
task force. They include the Chairman, 
Charles Diggs, Senator Thomas Eagleton, 
Mayor Walter Washington, Chairman 
William Natcher, District Delegate Wal- 
ter Fauntroy, Congressman Stewart Mc- 
Kinney, Senator Patrick Leahy, Senator 
Charles Mathias, and Council Chairman 
Sterling Tucker. 

The President has now reviewed the 
major issues identified by the task force 
and reached his conclusiens based on the 
facts and views presented, and we are 
outlining his decisions here this morning. 

Three overriding commitments are re- 
flected in the President’s judgments on 
the individual issues that have been re- 
viewed. 

First, the President is dedicated to up- 
holding the principle of full voting rep- 
resentation for the citizens of the District. 
He believes that there is no justification 
for denying citizens equal representation 
at the Federal level simply because they 
happen to reside in the District of 
Columbia. 

Second, we are determined to reduce 
and eliminate, where possible, Federal in- 
trusion in decisions that are of purely local 
concern. The people of this city should not 
be subjected to burdensome and wasteful 
executive review procedures in matters 
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that involve no significant Federal interest 
whatsoever. Where substantial Federal in- 
terest may be involved, we propose to 
streamline and simplify review procedures 
wherever possible. 

Third, while the financial relationship 
between the Federal Government and the 
District are extremely complex, we have 
tried to identify several specific areas in 
which progress can be made now toward 
greater equity, predictability, and com- 
parability with other cities and to pin- 
point other areas and issues which require 
longer and more detailed analysis. 


Following are some of the highlights of 
some of the specific decisions reached by 
the President, and attached to my state- 
ment is a more detailed analysis of many 
of the other issues. 


First, to promote equal representation 
the administration supports approval of a 
constitutional amendment proposed by 
District Delegate Fauntroy, which would 
provide full voting representation in both 
Houses of the Congress, as well as in the 
selection of the President and the Vice 
President and in the ratification of con- 
stitutional amendments. 


Secondly, to expand home rule for the 
District, the President supports congres- 
sional action to eliminate Presidential 
review of mayoral vetoes that are over- 
ridden by the City Council and to repeal 
the so-called Federal enclave and to 
streamline the procedures for congres- 
sional review of locally enacted legislation. 

Third, to provide greater equity and 
predictability in the financial relationship 
between the Federal Government and the 
District, the administration is committed 
to an increase in the fiscal ’°79 Federal 
payment authorization from $300 to $317 
million, with a simultaneous effort by the 
District to improve use of existing re- 
sources through reductions in any exces- 
sive employee authorization levels; to 
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share financial responsibility for the RFK 
Stadium and pension plan funding; and to 
extend the city’s authority to borrow from 
the Federal Treasury. 


Creation of the D.C. task force last 
spring by the President reflects the high 
priority that he attaches to the key issues 
affecting our Nation’s Capital and the 
people who live here. I’m proud of the 
decisions that have been made as the 
result of this process. I believe they repre- 
sent the most progressive steps taken to- 
ward resolving problems of our Capital 
City by any administration in recent 
years. 

As I indicated, fact sheets indicating 
more detail on these decisions are at- 
tached. And I’m asking Bunny Mitchell, 
who served as thé convener of these meet- 
ings and of the task force and who serves 
as a special assistant to the President on 
these matters, and Jim Dyke, of my staff, 
to answer any questions that you might 
have. 


NOTE: The Vice President spoke at 10:05 
a.m. to reporters assembled in the Briefing 
Room at the White House. On the same day, 
the Vice President’s Press Office released a fact 
sheet on the President’s decisions. 


Meeting With Foreign Minister 
Ismail Fahmy of Egypt 


White House Statement Issued Following the 
Meeting Between the President and the 


Foreign Minister. September 21, 1977 
President Carter and Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Ismail Fahmy met in the Cabinet 
Room for 1 hour, 5 minutes. The meeting 
was also attended by Vice President 
Walter Mondale; Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance; Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; Hamilton Jordan, Assistant to the 
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President; Robert Lipshutz, Counsel to 
the President; David Aaron, Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for National Se- 
curity Affairs; Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near East- 
ern and South Asian Affairs; Herman 
Eilts, U.S. Ambassador to Egypt; and Wil- 
liam Quandt, National Security Council 
staff member, on the American side; and 
Ashraf Ghorbal, Egyptian Ambassador to 
the United States; Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Under Secretary Osama al-Baz; 
First Secretary Dr. Mohammed Baradai, 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Minister’s 
Cabinet; and Minister Counselor Mo- 
hammed Shaker, Egyptian Embassy, on 
the Egyptian side. 


The President began by expressing his 
pleasure at welcoming Foreign Minister 
Fahmy to the White House in this latest 
round of his meetings with Middle Eastern 
foreign ministers. The President was 
gratified to receive a personal letter from 
President Sadat conveyed by the Foreign 
Minister. He repeated to the Foreign Min- 
ister his support for the key role Egypt 
continues to play in efforts to reach a 
negotiated peace settlement of the Middle 
East conflict. The President underlined 
his own conviction that a just and lasting 
peace in this vital area of the world re- 
quires compromise and courageous lead- 
ership from all the parties to the 
negotiations. 


The President and Foreign Minister 
agreed on the importance of reconvening 
the Geneva conference by the end of this 
year, thus beginning the process of nego- 
tiations between the parties. To that end, 
they discussed the substantive issues of a 
settlement. Secretary Vance will pursue 
the discussion of these issues with the 
Foreign Minister, both to hear Egypt’s 
concrete ideas on these issues and to ex- 
plain some specific American suggestions 
on the elements of a peace treaty designed 
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to help reconcile the differences between 
the parties. The President and the Foreign 
Minister also addressed the problem of 
Palestinian representation at Geneva, with 
a view to finding a solution during the 
course of these current talks the President 
and Secretary Vance are holding with 
Middle East foreign ministers. 

The President reaffirmed the impor- 
tance he attaches to U.S. relations with 
Egypt and continued American support 
for Egyptian economic development 
efforts. Finally, the President asked the 
Foreign Minister to convey to President 
Sadat assurances that the United States 
remains committed to the search for a 
comprehensive peace settlement in the 


Middle East. 


International Labor Organization 


Letter to the President from Prime Minister 
Leo Tindemans of Belgium, President of the 
Council of the European Communities. 


September 21, 1977 


The President received yesterday the 
following letter from Prime Minister Leo 
Tindemans of Belgium, acting in his ca- 
pacity as President of the Council of the 
European Community—Nine. President 
Carter announced that he will study with 
care all the points raised in the letter. 


Brussels, September 9, 1977 


Mr. President, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the 
Nine member Governments of the Euro- 
pean Communities to convey to you our 
views on the present situation in the In- 
ternational Labour Organisation. 

The member Governments of the Euro- 
pean Communities have been following 
recent events in the ILO with keen con- 
cern. We share the preoccupations of the 
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United States Government. Like the US 
Government, we consider that certain 
developments at the annual Conference 
of the ILO, held in June 1977, were dam- 
aging to the Organisation. One of the re- 
sults of that Conference, the failure to 
adopt the report of the Committee on the 
Application of Conventions, seems to us 
particularly regrettable. It is our firm view 
that the successful operation of the ILO 
requires that the annual reports of this 
Committee should be adopted and should 
be acted upon. It is our intention, which 
we believe is shared by many member 
Governments, to ensure that the main 
points in this years report, and in par- 
ticular its endorsement of the need for a 
single standard in judging performance, 
are actively pursued within the orga- 
nisation. 


The 1977 Conference was the more dis- 
appointing in that we consider the ILO to 
be an element of major and indeed grow- 
ing importance in the UN system. As the 
World Employment Conference showed, 
the ILO has a significant role to play in 
the attempts of the United Nations to 
tackle the crucial problems of north/south 
relations and of global economic develop- 
ment. It has a substantial contribution to 
make to the success of the basic needs 
strategy. Similarly it has a major con- 
tribution to make in the field of human 
rights where the ILO machinery is the 
longest established and, so far, the most 
effective of that deployed by any interna- 
tional organisation. Finally the regular 
work of the ILO, the only world-wide 
tripartite organisation, in standard setting 
and in improving conditions of work 
throughout the world seems to us of un- 
diminished importance. 


For these reasons we consider the ILO 
remains an organisation fully worthy of 
our support. It would be a major blow 
both to the Organisation itself and to the 
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UN system as a whole if the US were to 
withdraw. Nor do we believe that the 
resulting situation would be readilly recti- 
fied. The task of reform and of achieving 
the objectives we share in the ILO might 
well be impossible in the absence of the 
United States even though the Govern- 
ments of the Nine would continue their 
efforts to preserve and enhance the value 
of the ILO’s services to the international 
community. 

On the other hand, working together 
with the United States in the organisation 
and seeking the support and goodwill of 
the many member states who share our 
objectives, we consider that there would 
be a reasonable prospect of making prog- 
ress in the right direction and of preserv- 
ing the integrity of the Organisation. This 
would of course require flexibility on the 
part of all involved in the negotiations 
which lie ahead. We believe it will be 
possible to secure a strenghthening of the 
defence of due process through amend- 
ment of Article 17 of the Standing Or- 
ders. The necessary restructuring of the 
Organisation, including, for instance, 
changes in voting procedures, will re- 
quire the most careful consideration. But 
if the discussions are approached in a 
spirit of mutual understanding the essen- 
tial requirements of the membership of 
the Organisation, including the preserva- 
tion both of the principles of tripartism 
and of the partnership between the in- 
dustrial and developing countries can be 
satisfied. 

There is of course no prospect of re- 
solving these complicated issues in the 
next two months. But a recent opinion 
by the Legal Adviser to the ILO in re- 
sponse to our inquiry concludes that no- 
tice of intent to withdraw from mem- 
bership can be extended for a defined 
period of time. We greatly hope that the 
United States will withdraw its notice 
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of intent. If however there are factors 
which make that impossible, we urge 
that you take appropriate steps to extend 
the formal notice for a new period so as 
to allow time to work out lasting solu- 
tions to the problems which confront the 
ILO. Such an extension would cover 
next year’s Conference, to which any re- 
sults of our work in the months ahead 
will need to be submitted. 

In this way all of us, together, will be 
able to work effectively in support of an 
organisation whose historical commit- 
ment to social justice is so consonant with 
the purpose of your Government. 

Respectfully yours, 
Leo TINDEMANS 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 21, 1977 


RESIGNATION OF Bert LANCE 


THE PRESIDENT. I would like to read first 
a letter that I have just received from 
Bert Lance. 

“My Dear Mr. President: There is no 
need for me to go into the events of the 
last few weeks. You know them well as 
do the American people. 

“You also know that previously I had 
said three things to you about the impor- 
tance of the so-called ‘Lance affair.’ I 
will recall those for you: 

“First, it was and is important that my 
name and reputation be cleared for me, 
my wife, my children, my grandchildren, 
and those who have trust and faith in me; 
and, I believe that this has been done. 
As I said at the Senate hearings, my con- 
science is clear. 

“Second, it was and is important for 
me to be able to say that people should 
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be willing to make the necessary sacri- 
fices and be willing to serve their govern- 
ment and country. This I can still say, 
and say proudly. 

“Third, I believe in the absolute need 
for government to be able to attract good 
people from the private sector. We must 
find ways to encourage these people. 

“As to my position as Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget: I 
hope the American people feel that dur- 
ing my eight months in office I have met 
well my responsibilities and performed 
well my tasks. This has been an important 
aspect of the entire matter. 

“However, I have to ask the question 
at what price do I remain? My only in- 
tention in coming to Washington in the 
first place was to make a contribution to 
this country and to you. 

“I am convinced that I can continue 
to be an effective Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. However, 
because of the amount of controversy and 
the continuing nature of it, I have de- 
cided to submit my resignation as Direc- 
tor of OMB. I desire to return to my 
native State of Georgia. 

“Tt has been a high privilege and honor 
to be a part of your administration. Hope- 
fully, I have made a contribution which 
will be of lasting value. Respectfully 
yours.” 

Signed, Bert Lance. 

Bert Lance is my friend. I know him 
personally, as well as if he was my own 
brother. I know him without any doubt 
in my mind or heart to be a good and an 
honorable man. 

He was given, this past weekend, a 
chance to answer thousands of questions 
that have been raised about him, un- 
proven allegations that have been raised 
against him, and he did it well. He told 
the truth. And I think he proved that 
our system of government works, because 
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when he was given a chance to testify on 
his own behalf, he was able to clear his 
name. 

My responsibility, along with Bert’s, 
has been and is to make sure that the 
American people can have justified con- 
fidence in our own Government. And we 
also have an additional responsibility 
which is just as difficult, and that is to 
protect the reputation of decent men 
and women. Nothing that I have heard - 
or read has shaken my belief in Bert’s 
ability or his integrity. 

There have been numerous allega- 
tions which, I admit, are true, that a 
lot of the problem has been brought on 
Bert Lance by me, because of the extraor- 
dinary standards that we have tried to 
set in Government and the expectations 
of the American people that were engen- 
dered during my own campaign and my 
Inauguration statement and as has been 
so strongly supported by Bert in his vol- 
untary sacrifice, financially and other- 
wise, to come to Washington. 


It was I who insisted that Bert agree 
to sell his substantial holdings in bank 
stock. Had he stayed there, in a selfish 
fashion, and enriched himself and his own 
family financially, I’m sure he would have 
been spared any allegations of impro- 
priety. But he wanted to come to Wash- 
ington and serve his Government because 
I asked him to, and he did. 


I accept Bert’s resignation with the 
greatest sense of regret and sorrow. He’s a 
good man. Even those who have made 
other statements about Bert have never 
alleged, on any occasion, that he did not 
do a good job as the Director of the Of- 
fice of Management and Budget. He’s 
close to me and always will be, and I 
think he’s made the right decision, because 
it would be difficult for him to devote full 
time to his responsibilities in the future. 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1977 


And although I regret his resignation, I 
do accept it. 

I would be glad to answer any ques- 
tions you might have about this or other 
matters. 

Ms. Thomas [Helen Thomas, United 
Press International]. 


QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, there have been re- 
ports that you knew early on what the 
charges were, that Mr. Lance had told 
you some of the allegations last January. 
Is that so, and can you tell us what you 
knew? And also, did you ask for his resig- 
nation or encourage it, and what made 
you accept it? 

Tue Preswwent. I did not ask for 
Bert’s resignation. Bert Lance and I com- 
municate without embarrassment, with- 
out constraint, and without evasion of 
issues. I thought Bert did a superb job 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday in an- 
swering all the questions that had been 
leveled about him and against him. 

Monday morning about 6 o'clock, Bert 
came to my office, and we spent about 45 
minutes going over all the present ques- 
tions that still remained, the prospects for 
the future. I told Bert I thought he had 
exonerated himself completely, proven 
our system worked, and asked him to 
make his own decision about what his 
choice would be. 

He told me yesterday afternoon that 
he had decided that it would be best to 
resign. He wanted to talk to his wife 
again. He wanted to discuss the question 
with his attorney, Clark Clifford, before 
he made a final judgment. Mr. Clifford 
was in Detroit, came back this afternoon, 
and that was why the press conference 
was delayed. 

This was a decision that Bert made. I 
did not disagree with it, and I think he’s 
made a very unselfish and wise judgment. 
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The other question that you asked was 
whether and when I knew about charges 
that were made against Bert. The only 
thing that I ever heard about before Bert 
became OMB Director was last fall I 
knew that there had been questions about 
the Calhoun National Bank and over- 
drafts. My understanding at that time 
was that the overdraft question referred 
to his 1974 campaign debt. 


The first time I heard about it was 
when Bert mentioned it to me in Plains 
about 2 weeks later. I think the date is 
now determined to be the Ist of Decem- 
ber. I was called from Atlanta and told 
that the matter had been resolved by the 
Comptroller’s Office and by the Justice 
Department. 

On that date was the first time that 
either Bert or I knew that the Justice De- 
partment had been involved at all. And 
my understanding then was that it was 
an oversight and, had the oversight not 
occurred, that the Justice Department 


would have resolved the issue long before. 


So, I would hope that in the future the 
complete FBI report might be made 
available. That’s a decision for Bert 
Lance to make. But I think if any of you 
would read it, you would see that approx- 
imately a hundred people were inter- 
viewed—three of them from the Justice 
Department, three of them from the 
Comptroller’s department. All of the 
analyses of Bert Lance’s character and 
ability were good and favorable. 


And I don’t think that any mistake was 
made. I think he was qualified then; I 
think he’s qualified now. And there was 
no attempt to conceal anything from me 
nor my staff. 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve spoken so 
highly of Mr. Lance again this afternoon. 
I wonder if you feel that he was unfairly 
drummed out of the Government? 
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Tue Preswent. That’s a difficult 
question for me to answer. I have had 
personal knowledge of many of the state- 
ments and happenings that have been 
widely publicized. Some of them were 
greatly exaggerated; some of them were 
actually untrue. On some occasions, the 
report of an incident was not unbiased, 
but unfair. In general, I think the media 
have been fair. There are some excep- 
tions. In general, I think that the Senate 
committee has been fair. 

Bert has now had a chance to let his 
own positions be known, and I think that 
at this point, his resignation is voluntary. 
He needs to go home and take care of his 
own business. I think it’s obvious that if 
he stayed here he couldn’t serve com- 
pletely and with full commitment to his 
job. And I think his honor and his in- 
tegrity have been proven. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Lance was in 
charge of some very important subjects: 
the Federal budget, of course, and Gov- 
ernment reorganization. What are your 
plans for short-term continuity in those 
areas, and in the long term, do you have 
a successor in mind? 

Tue Preswent. I’ve not thought 
about a successor because the vacancy has 
just become apparent to me recently. I 
haven’t given any thought to that yet. 

If there’s one agency of the Govern- 
ment in which the President is daily in- 
volved, not only with the director but 
also with immediate subordinates, it’s the 
Office of Management and Budget. This 
is, in effect, an extension of the Oval 
Office. 

And I happen to know Bert Lance’s 
immediate subordinates much better than 
I do the subordinates of any other depart- 
ment in Government. They are highly 
competent. They’ve been chosen by him 
and me or are long-time professionals 
there, and there has been in the past few 
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weeks absolutely no slippage in the sched- 
ules that Bert and I and others had 
evolved earlier this year. 

There has been no instance where a 
major question has been ignored nor 
where responsibility has been delayed. 
And for the time being, I and those as- 
sistants that Bert and I have chosen to- 
gether will continue. 

I have not yet had a chance to talk to 
Bert about how quickly he can leave, how 
long he can stay. I would guess that he’ll 
be wanting to leave fairly shortly. But 
there will be an orderly transition, and I 
will decide beginning after today on who 
a successor might be. 

Q. Mr. President, you said, sir, that 
you did not ask for the resignation. But 
you said it was, you felt, the right de- 
cision. Does that mean, sir, that you really 
came down to feel that he could no longer 
be an effective advocate for the admin- 
istration on Capitol Hill? 

Tue Presivent. No, I think it would 
be a mistake to attribute Bert’s decision 
to the fact that he could not be an effec- 
tive advocate of the administration’s po- 
sitions. There are so many advocates that 
even if one were completely incapaci- 
tated, other advocates could put forward 
the arguments for the administration’s 
position. 

I think that it would be better to let 
Bert answer this question, because some 
of it involves his own personal affairs 
back home. But he has suffered greatly 
in a financial way. The value of his stock, 
if purchased, in his major holdings in the 
National Bank of Georgia is quite greatly 
above the market value, because it in- 
volves a substantial controlling interest in 
the bank itself. Several would-be purchas- 
ers, I understand, in the last few days, 
have come forward wanting to buy the 
stock but are reluctant to do so because 
of the high focus of publicity on the sale. 
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They would be scrutinized thoroughly. 
And I think, perhaps, that’s expectable; I 
don’t deplore that. So, they’ve been re- 
luctant to do it. 

I think -Bert can very quickly get his 
own financial affairs back in order if he 
takes care of them himself. He has com- 
plied stringently in removing himself 
from his own affairs in the blind trust ar- 
rangement. He could have cheated on 
that arrangement; he did not. So, part of 
his reasons for resigning, with which I 
have an understanding, is to help himself, 
to get his own family affairs and finan- 
cial affairs back in good shape. I don’t 
know what the future might hold if he 
couldn’t do that. I’m afraid it might get 
even worse than it is now. This is no 
fault of his. If there’s any fault there, it’s 
mine because of the strict requirements 
we placed on him. 


Obviously, it takes a great deal of Bert’s 
time to look up ancient data that goes 
back to ’72, ’73, ’74. Did you have a 
power of attorney? How many over- 
drafts did your in-laws have? How many 
trips did you take on the plane to your 
home in Sea Island, and so forth. This 
has required an enormous amount of 
Bert’s time. 


And my expectation, along with Bert’s, 
is that this kind of investigation and de- 
mand on his time might continue. Bert is 
the kind of person who comes to work at 
5 o’clock in the morning. He puts in, even 
in these past few weeks, I’d say, 12 hours 
a day or more on his OMB job. 


But it obviously is disconcerting to him. 
And I think, to be perfectly frank, the 
constant high publicity that has accrued 
to this case, even if completely fair and 
unbiased, creates doubt among the news 
media, among the people of this country, 
about the integrity of me and our Gov- 
ernment, even though I think there is no 
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doubt about Bert’s being a man of com- 
plete integrity. 

So, there are multiple reasons for his 
decision. And I don’t think any of them 
should be interpreted as being a reflec- 
tion on him. 

Q: I suppose there’s an obvious follow- 
up, Mr. President, and that is, if he had 
not offered to resign, would you have 
wanted him to stay on? 

THE PrEswENT. That’s hard to say. As 
I have said several times in brief, im- 
promptu news encounters in the last few 
weeks, the decision that Bert Lance and 
I make together will be acceptable to the 
American people. And I have had large 
numbers of people who have asked me 
not to let Bert Lance resign. A group from 
Tennessee and North Carolina were in 
the White House this afternoon for a 
briefing on the Panama Canal Treaty. 
They rose, and the Governor of Tennes- 
see said, “We all hope that Bert Lance 
will not resign.” I had twelve speakers of 
the house of State legislatures here last 
Friday. They unanimously voted and im- 
portuned me not to let Bert resign. I felt, 
and still feel, that it’s basically a decision 
for him. 

I don’t know the details of Bert’s finan- 
cial dealings back home. I don’t have 
the time nor the inclination to learn 
them. All I know about it is what I have 
had a chance to read in the news media. 
So the decision was Bert’s. And when he 
discussed it with me, it was not from a 
posture of a subordinate talking to a su- 
perior; it was in the posture of friends 
who understood one another, discussing 
mutually what ought to be done about a 
difficult situation. 

I think it was a courageous and also a 
patriotic gesture on Bert’s part to resign. 

Q. Mr. President, how much has your 
credibility been damaged by this incident 
and by Mr. Lance’s resignation? 
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THE Preswent. I don’t know. I think 
that as best I could from one hour to an- 
other, one day to another, and as best 
Bert could from one hour and one day to 
another, we’ve done what was right, as 
judged by what we knew at that time. 

We've been partners in every sense of 
the word since he’s been here, and you, 
having covered the government of Geor- 
gia, know that we were equally close 
partners in Georgia. 

I have never known the head of a State 
or Federal agency who is more compe- 
tent and has better judgment and who 
understands me better and can work in 
closer harmony with me. But whether my 
own credibility has been damaged, I can’t 
say. I would guess to some degree an un- 
pleasant situation like this would be dam- 
aging somewhat, but I just have to accept 
that if it comes. 

Q. How will you replace the kind of 
close relationship that you’ve had with 
him, and how much does that concern 
you? 

THE PresweENT. I don’t think there’s 
any way that I could find anyone to re- 
place Bert Lance that would be, in my 
judgment, as competent, as strong, as 
decent, and as close to me as a friend and 
adviser as he has been. And obviously, the 
Government will continue, and I hope to 
do a good job as President, and I’m sure 
a successor will be adequate. 

But there has been a special relationship 
between me and Bert Lance that tran- 
scended official responsibilities or duties or 
even governmental service over the last 6 
or 7 years. So, he has occupied a special 
place in my governmental career, in my 
political career, and in my personal life, 
and I don’t think there’s any way anyone 
could replace him now. 

Q. Mr. President, apart from Mr. 
Lance’s reasons for resigning, can you 
share more of your thoughts for accepting 
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his resignation? You said that your belief 
in his integrity has not been shaken. 

THE Present. That is correct. 

Q. Just recently, House Speaker O’Neill 
said he can be an effective Budget Direc- 
tor in the future. Why do you feel, sir, 
that Mr. Lance did have to go? 

THE PresipenT. I’ve described to you 
my assessment of Bert Lance’s reasons, 
and I have read his letter, which I’m sure 
was very carefully prepared by Bert to 
emphasize the most important reasons for 
his resignation. I don’t have any way to 
know anything further beyond that 
answer. 

Q. Mr. President, you referred to the 
high standards you set for your people 
during the campaign. You said often that 
you would not tolerate impropriety or 
even the appearance of impropriety. 

Sir, I think now a lot of people are 
looking at your standards against the Bert 
Lance case. You now know what the 
charges and allegations were. I’d like to 
ask you whether you, today, still feel that 
Mr. Lance has avoided the appearance of 
impropriety or whether a new standard is 
now in operation? 

THe Preswent. The standards were 
high at the beginning, the standards are 
still high, and the standards have been 
high in the service of Bert Lance. There 
has been not even one allegation that I 
have ever heard of that Bert Lance did not 
perform his duties as Director of OMB in 
a superlative way. 

There’s not been one allegation that he 
violated his responsibility or his oath when 
he was sworn in, that he’s done anything 
improper at all, that he’s violated any law. 
And even those allegations that were made 
about his life several years ago, in my 
opinion, have been proven false and with- 
out foundation. 

I think there has been an adequate 
opportunity for Bert, after some unfortu- 
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nate delay, in presenting his answers in 
the Senate hearings this past week. So, I 
don’t think that any blame should accrue 
to Bert Lance for having acted improperly 
or having lowered the standards of our 
Government. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to fol- 
low that up with a little more specific 
question. During the campaign, you not 
only campaigned on the promise that your 
appointees would avoid the appearance 
of impropriety but you also campaigned 
against the privileged few who had too 
much influence and against expense ac- 
count padders and that sort of thing. 

Mr. Lance, by his own admission—i 
think this isn’t in doubt—overdrew his 
checking accounts by thousands of dollars 
on a regular basis. He flew on corporate 
planes for what appear to be political 
and, perhaps, personal reasons. What I 
think many of us are interested in, sir, is 
your justification for reaffirming your be- 
lief in his integrity, given the positions 
you took as a candidate. 

THE PRESIDENT. My impression is that 
I’ve answered that question already, but 
I would be glad to reaffirm what I’ve said. 
I have seen the statements about him. I’ve 
read the charges against him. I’ve heard 
the allegations about him of even criminal 
acts. I’ve seen some of his accusers apol- 
ogize publicly for having made a serious 
mistake, for having made a peremptory 
and a preliminary judgment without 
hearing his explanation which, when it 
came, was adequate. 

I just don’t feel that I can preserve 
just the appearance of the White House 
to the exclusion of everything else. I also 
have a responsibility as President to be 
interested in justice and fairness and in 
giving someone who is accused erroneously 
a chance to answer the questions. 

There has always been a possibility that 
in the last week’s Senate hearings that 
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Bert could not answer the allegations ade- 
quately, that he would prove to have 
violated a law. That was not the case. 
And I think my judgment that Bert had 
a right to officially answer every question, 
in 3 hard days of interrogation by highly 
competent Senators and well-qualified 
staffs after they've had months to pre- 
pare, was justified. 

He’s answered them adequately. So, it 
would not be possible for me, just because 
one of my leaders or employees was ac- 
cused of something, to discharge them or 
demand their resignation on the basis of 
an accusation about which I had doubt 
and which later proved to be false. 

Q. Mr. President, sir, I’d like to ask you 
about your statement, repeated statement 
that Mr. Lance never did anything illegal. 
The Comptroller of the Currency reported 
that Mr. Lance’s overdraft loans of more 
than $5,000 violated the banking law, and 
Mr. Lance, I think, conceded that his 
failure to report loans to board of directors 
of the two banks he ran also was an infrac- 
tion of the banking statutes. 

It’s true there are no civil—they are 
civil statutes and there are no criminal 
penalties. But how do you justify this 
with your statement that he never broke 
any law? 

THE Preswwent. Well, my assessment 
is that you are trying to succeed where 
the Senate committee failed. There was 
no judgment made that Bert Lance did 
anything illegal. The only Comptroller’s 
report that I saw specifically said that he 
had done nothing illegal, and I think that 
he’s adequately explained his position. He 
had 3 days to do it in. I think he did it 
well. And I have no information to add to 
what Bert has already revealed to the 
Senators and to the public. 

Q. Mr. President, I’d like to follow up 
on Judy’s [Judy Woodruff, NBC News] 


question, not directly, on how this may 


1395 





Sept. 21 


have damaged you. At the first meeting 
of your Cabinet appointees, Cabinet de- 
signees at St. Simons Island—there was 
a meeting which Mr. Lance attended, 
and you were there—it was pointed out to 
every member of this Cabinet a feeling on 
your part and those of some of the staff 
closest to you, that because of the recent 
past’ political history in the country and 
partly because of the expectations that 
had been raised by your campaign, that 
this was sort of a last chance; that if the 
public became disappointed and disillu- 
sioned in your administration, that the 
result would be very, very damaging. 

Early in this press conference, you 
said Bert Lance is my friend, I have 
known him personally as well as my own 
brother and without any doubt in my 
mind or heart that he could be, that he 
was a good and honorable man. 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s correct. 

Q. Do you think that you may have 
been, if only slightly, less than fully pru- 
dent and diligent because of your feeling 
towards Mr. Lance in the way you read 
some of these things, when he talked to 
you on November 15, when he talked to 
you on December 1, when the FBI report, 
which I understand has also an appendix 
with some of these judgmental matters 
about the propriety of some of Mr. 
Lance’s banking practices—in retrospect, 
do you feel that in effect two standards 
were applied: one, a very firm, strong 
standard which you set, and one for Mr. 
Lance, who you knew so well that you 
felt you didn’t have to examine it that 
closely? 

THE Pres DENT. No. I don’t think I’ve 
been remiss in that incident at all, even 
looking at it from this retrospective point 
of view. 

Obviously, you can make a much better 
judgment on someone who comes in as a 
member of a Cabinet if you yourself have 
known that person for years, if you know 
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that person’s general reputation, if you’ve 
worked intimately with that person in 
times of stress and matters of challenge 
and have seen the basic competence, 
courage, honesty, unselfishness there. This 
existed in Bert Lance. 

And I don’t think there’s any doubt 
that the FBI check of Bert Lance was just 
as thorough as was the FBI investigation 
of any other member of the Cabinet. I 
think that if you examine the entire FBI 
report now, that you would confirm that 
if that was all you knew about him and 
had never seen Bert Lance before, you 
would agree that he was superlatively 
qualified to be a Cabinet-level officer. 

So, I don’t think there’s any feeling on 
my part that my friendship with him dis- 
torted my point of view in assessing his 
competence. My friendship for Bert 
Lance, my long knowledge of him just 
confirmed a very favorable assessment of 
his qualifications by those who did not 
know him. 


Q. Has the Lance case diverted your 
attention at all away from important 
matters at home and abroad? Has there 
been a price that you’ve had to pay there 
and the American public has had to pay 
because of the Lance case and the heavy 
attention being placed upon it? 

Tue PresipEnT. Well, I have to admit 
that there has been some diversion of my 
attention. I’ve been deeply concerned 
about the case. I’ve been concerned about 
Bert Lance personally. I’ve been con- 
cerned about the impact on my adminis- 
tration if some of those serious allegations 
proved to be true. And it hasn’t taken 
nearly so much of my own time as it has 
that of, say, Jody Powell, who’s had to 
face this questioning every day, which I 
think was a good thing. 

Bob Lipshutz on my staff has had to 
confirm the accuracy of the answers to 
questions that were raised by the Comp- 
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troller’s report and by other testimony 
that has come forward. Some of my staff 
have put a lot of time on it. I don’t think 
their effoiit was misplaced. I think it was 
good for us to be informed. I think it was 
good for Jody, in his daily briefings to 
you, to be accurate. And I think had we, 
through error or through neglect, given 
you a false statement, even though it 
might have been compietely uninten- 
tional, that would have been a very seri- 
ous matter. 


But as far as my own time and effort 
was concerned, it’s had a slight but de- 
tectable effect of diverting me from some 
things. I don’t think the country has suf- 
fered, and I think that’s one of the rea- 
sons that Bert decided to resign—not for 
his own benefit, but to make sure that I 
didn’t have this potential problem in the 
future. 


Q. If Mr. Lance had not decided to re- 
sin, were you prepared to have him stay 
on or would you have tried to persuade 
him to resign? 

Tue Preswent. I can’t answer that 
question because it’s, first of all, hypo- 
thetical. As I said before, it wasn’t a mat- 
ter of Bert Lance operating in isolation 
from me. We had thorough discussions 
about the matter. I left it completely up 
to him. He and I talked about the ad- 
vantages of his staying, the disadvantages 
of his staying to him, to my administra- 
tion, to the Government, to his family. 
And Bert consulted with his own attorney, 
he consulted with several Members of the 
Congress, he consulted with the people 
back home. 


He talked it over with members of his 
family, and he came to me and said he 
had decided it was best for him and for 
me if he resigned. And as has always been 
the case between me and Bert, I was hon- 
est with him. I didn’t artificially try to 
talk him out of it, because as we discussed 


Sept. 22 


the same facts and the same issues and 
the same prospects for the future, I think 
that our minds were working in the same 
direction. 


But I have always trusted Bert Lance 
to do the proper and the unselfish thing. 
And my guess is that he was much more 
concerned about me and my administra- 
tion and the reputation of the Govern- 
ment and the diversion of our attention 
to his case away from things that were 
important for the people. I think that was 
by far the most important factor in his 
decision. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: President Carter’s fifteenth news con- 
ference began at 5 p.m. in Room 450 of the 
Old Executive Office Building. It was broad- 


cast live on radio and television. 


National School Lunch 
Week, 1977 


Proclamation 4523. September 22, 1977 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Since 1946, the National School Lunch 
Program has been serving nutritious 
lunches to the school children of Amer- 
ica. In its first year, the program served 
lunch to 6 million children daily; today 
nearly 25 million children in 92,600 
schools and residential child care insti- 
tutions take advantage of this program 
every day. Lunches under this program 
are available to 94 percent of all children 
attending public schools in America. 


As the program begins its fourth dec- 
ade, its dedicated workers are making a 
significant effort to improve the nutri- 
tional quality and appeal of the food 
while developing menus in keeping with 
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the changing tastes of our children. Those 
involved in the program maintain their 
commitment to recognize the children’s 
needs in order to serve them better. 

In recognition of the program’s con- 
tribution to America’s youth, the Con- 
gress, by a joint resolution of October 9, 
1962 (76 Stat. 779; 36 U.S.C. 168), has 
designated the week beginning the second 
Sunday of October of each year as Na- 
tional School Lunch Week, and has re- 
quested the President to issue annually a 
proclamation calling for its appropriate 
observance. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby urge the people of the United 
States to observe the week of October 9, 
1977, as National School Lunch Week 
and to give special recognition to the role 
of good nutrition in building a stronger 
America through its youth. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twenty-second day 
of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and second. 

Jimmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
3:39 p.m., September 22, 1977] 


United States Parole Commission 


Nomination of Three Persons To Be 


Commissioners. September 22, 1977 


The President today announced three 
persons whom he will nominate as com- 
missioners of the United States Parole 
Commission. They are: 
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Benjamin J. Malcolm, of St. Albans, 
N.Y., who would replace Curtis C. Craw- 
ford, term expired. Malcolm was born 
August 24, 1919, in Philadelphia, Pa. He 
received a B.A. from Morehouse College 
in 1940 and an M.P.A. from New York 
University in 1970. He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1942 to 1946. 


Malcolm worked for the New York 
City Parole Commission from 1948 to 
1967, serving as a parole officer, then 
deputy chief parole officer. From 1967 
to 1970, he was assistant director of labor 
relations for the city of New York. He has 
been with the New York City Depart- 
ment of Correction since 1970, serving as 
deputy commissioner from 1970 to 1972 
and commissioner since 1972. 


Cecil M. McCall, of Roswell, Ga., who 
would replace Maurice H. Sigler, re- 
signed. McCall was born June 22, 1936, 
in Pickens, S.C. He received an A.B. from 
the University of South Carolina in 1961. 
He served in the U.S. Air Force from 1954 
to 1958. 


McCall worked for the March of Dimes 
Foundation from 1961 to 1969, rising from 
representative to regional director. From 
1970 to 1972, he was director of the Geor- 
gia Probation Department. Since 1972 he 
has been a member of the Georgia State 
Board of Pardons and Paroles, and from 
1972 to 1976 he served as chairman. 


Robert D. Vincent, of Oklahoma City, 
Okla., who would replace Lawrence A. 
Carpenter, resigned. Vincent was born 
November 15, 1942, in Tucson, Ariz. He 
received a B.A., M.S., and Ph. D. from 
Oklahoma University. 


In 1968 and 1969, Vincent was a re- 
search psychologist at Battelle Memorial 
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Institute in Columbus, Ohio. From 1969 
to 1972, he was president of Action-Anal- 
ysis in Washington. He served as president 
of Antec, Inc., in Oklahoma City from 
1970 until 1972. Since 1972 he has been a 
member of the Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education. 


Rehabilitation Services 
Administration 


Nomination of Robert R. Humphreys To Be 
Commissioner. September 22, 1977 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Robert R. Humphreys, of 
Alexandria, Va., to be Commissioner of 
the Rehabilitation Services Administra- 
tion. He would replace Andrew S. Adams, 
resigned. 

Humphreys was born May 7, 1938, in 
Eugene, Oreg. He received a B.A. from 
the University of Washington in 1959 and 
an LL.B. from George Washington Uni- 
versity Law School in 1965. He served in 
the U.S. Army from 1959 to 1962. 

Humphreys worked as a law clerk in 
1963 and 1964, and from 1965 to 1971 
he was with the Air Transport Association 
of America, serving as manager of public 
affairs services, then assistant to the vice 
president for Federal affairs. 

Since 1971 Humphreys has been special 
counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Human Resources, where he is chief legis- 
lative adviser on the committee to Sena- 
tor Jennings Randolph, the ranking ma- 
jority member. 

Humphreys is a director of the National 
Center for a Barrier Free Environment, a 
nonprofit corporation promoting access of 
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handicapped individuals to manmade en- 
vironment. He has spoken at the con- 
ventions of the American Coalition of 
Citizens with Disabilities and the Na- 
tional Council of State Agencies for the 


Blind. 


Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation System 


Message to the Congress. September 22, 1977 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Natural gas has become the Nation’s 
scarcest and most desired fuel. It is in our 
interest to bring the reserves in Alaska to 
market at the lowest possible price. Con- 
sequently, I am today sending the Con- 
gress my decision and report on an Alaska 
Natural Gas Transportation System. 

The selection of the Alcan project was 
made after an exhaustive review required 
by the Alaska Natural Gas Transporta- 
tion Act of 1976 determined that the 
Alcan Pipeline System will deliver more 
natural gas at less cost to a greater number 
of Americans than any other proposed 
transportation system. 


The Alcan proposal, taken together 
with the recently signed Agreement on 
Principles with Canada, demonstrates 
that our two countries working together 
can transport more energy more efficiently 
than either of us could transport alone. 


Unnecessary delay would greatly in- 
crease the total cost of the pipeline system. 
I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
to approve this important project. 

Jimmy CartTER 
The White House, 
September 22, 1977. 
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United States Ambassador 
to Colombia 


Nomination of Diego C. Asencio. 
September 23, 1977 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Diego C. Asencio, of Wald- 
wick, N.J., to be Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Colombia. He would replace 
Phillip V. Sanchez, resigned. 

Asencio was born July 15, 1931, in 
Nijar, Spain. He received a B.S.F.S. from 
Georgetown University in 1952. He served 
in the U.S. Army from 1955 to 1957. 

Asencio joined the Foreign Service in 
1957 and served as an intelligence re- 
search analyst at the State Department 
until 1959. From 1959 to 1962, he was 
consular officer in Mexico City, and from 
1962 to 1964 he was political officer in 
Panama. 

From 1964 to 1965, Asencio was an in- 
ternational relations officer at the State 
Department, and from 1965 to 1967 he 
was special assistant to the Assistant Sec- 
retary of State for Inter-American Affairs. 
From 1967 to 1972, he was political offi- 
cer, then Deputy Chief of Mission, in 
Lisbon. 

Asencio was counselor for political af- 
fairs in Brasilia from 1972 to 1975, and 
since 1975 has been Deputy Chief of Mis- 
sion in Caracas. 


Department of Energy 


Nomination of Lynn R. Coleman To Be 


General Counsel. September 23, 1977 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Lynn R. Coleman, of Wash- 
ington, D.C., to be General Counsel of 
the Department of Energy. 
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Coleman was born August 17, 1939. He 
received a B.A. from Abilene Christian 
College in 1961 and graduated with 
honors from the University of Texas 
School of Law in 1964. 


Since 1965 Coleman has practiced law 
with the Houston-based firm of Vinson & 
Elkins. In 1973 he established the firm’s 
Washington office, and he has been in 
Washington since then, engaging princi- 
pally in an energy-related practice. His 
experience includes litigation, both civil 
and criminal, oil and gas law, legislation, 
and practice before the Federal Power 
Commission and the Federal Energy 
Administration. 


Department of Energy 


Nomination of Phillip S. Hughes To Be an 
Assistant Secretary. September 23, 1977 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Phillip S. Hughes, of 
Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Energy. His area of responsibility would 
be intergovernmental and _ institutional 
relations. 

Hughes was born February 26, 1917. 
He received a B.A. from the University of 
Washington in 1938. 

Hughes worked for the U.S. Bureau of 
the Budget from 1949 to 1969, serving as 
a budget examiner, Head of Congressional 
Affairs, and retiring as Deputy Director. 

In 1969 and 1970, he served as acting 
president of the National Institute of Pub- 
lic Affairs. In 1971 and 1972, he was a 
senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, 
in charge of the public management 
studies project. 

Hughes worked for the General Ac- 
counting Office from 1972 to 1977, serv- 
ing as Director of the Office of Federal 
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Elections from 1972 to 1973, and as As- 
sistant Comptroller General after 1973. 
Since January 1977, he has been a con- 
sultant to the Development and Resources 
Corp. and the Smithsonian Institution. 


Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 


Nomination of Matthew Holden, Jr., To Be a 
Member. September 23, 1977 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Matthew Holden, Jr., of 
Wisconsin, to be a member of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission for a term 
of 4 years. 

Holden was born September 12, 1931, 
in Mound Bayou, Miss. He received a B.A. 
from Roosevelt University in 1952, and 
an M.A. (1955) and Ph. D. (1961) from 
Northwestern University in political 
science. He served in the U.S. Army from 
1955 to 1957. 

From 1959 to 1961, Holden was a re- 
search associate at the Institute of Govern- 
ment and Public Affairs at the University 
of Illinois. He was a lecturer in political 
science at Northwestern University in 
1961, and was on the faculty at Wayne 
State University from 1961 to 1963 and 
from 1966 to 1969, rising from instructor 
to professor. From 1963 to 1966, he was 
an assistant professor at the University of 
Pittsburgh. 

Holden has been a professor at the 
University of Wisconsin since 1969. Since 
1975 he has been on leave, serving on the 
Public Service Commission. 

Holden is a member of the National 
Urban League’s Education Advisory 
Committee, and was a member of the 
Urban League’s Delegate Assembly in 
1971, 1972, and 1973. He was a charter 
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member of the Pennsylvania Negro Demo- 
cratic Committee in 1965 and 1966 and 
served on the U.S. Air Quality Advisory 
Board from 1971 to 1974. He was ap- 
pointed by the Governor to the Wisconsin 
Citizens’ Study Committee on Metro- 
politan Problems from 1971 to 1973. 


Budget Rescission 


Message to the Congress. September 23, 1977 


To the Congress of the United States: 


In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith propose 
rescission of $2.7 million in general crimi- 
nal justice and corrections grant funds 
appropriated to the Department of Jus- 
tice. 

The details of the proposed rescission 
are contained in the attached report. 


Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 
September 23, 1977. 


NOTE: The attachment detailing the rescis- 
sion will be printed in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

The message was announced by the White 
House Press Office. It was not issued in the 
form of a White House press release. 


Leif Erikson Day, 1977 


Proclamation 4524. September 23, 1977 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 
Once again it is appropriate for Ameri- 
cans to honor the intrepid Norse explorers 
who overcame hardship and adversity to 
reach our shores so long ago. 
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The United States is a young Nation, 
but our debt to that courageous Norseper- 
son, Leif Erikson, predates 1776 and re- 
calls a distant age when brave adventurers 
sailed forth into the unknown. As a people 
we continue to embody this spirit of bold 
discovery, and we take pride in his his- 
torical exploits. 

As a mark of respect for Leif Erikson 
and the Norse explorers, the Congress of 
the United States, by joint resolution ap- 
proved September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849, 
36 U.S.C. 169c), authorized the President 
to proclaim October 9 in each year as 
Leif Erikson Day. 

Now, TuHeErerore, I, Jimmy Carter, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby designate Sunday, October 9, 
1977, as Leif Erikson Day and I direct 
the appropriate Government officials to 
display the flag of the United States on 
all Government buildings that day. 

I also invite the people of the United 
States to honor the memory of Leif Erik- 
son on that day by holding appropriate 
exercises and ceremonies in suitable places 
throughout our land. 

In Witness WHeEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twenty-third day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and second. 

Jimmy Carter 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:27 a.m., September 26, 1977] 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the 
President’s daily schedule and other items 
of general interest as announced by the 
White House Press Office during the 
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period covered by this issue. Events and 
announcements printed elsewhere in the 
issue are not included. 

September 18 

The President returned to the White 
House after a weekend stay at Camp 
David, Md. 

September 19 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Bert Lance, Director of the Office of 

Management and Budget; 

—Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Af- 
fairs; 

—Secretary of Energy James R. Schle- 
singer and Senators Pete V. Domenici 
and Henry L. Bellmon, to discuss 
energy legislation; 

—the Cabinet; 

—Secretary of Labor Ray Marshall, 
Secretary of the Treasury W. Michael 
Blumenthal, Secretary of Commerce 
Juanita M. Kreps, and a group of 
administration officials to discuss 
mandatory retirement policy; 

—Vice President Walter F. Mondale. 

The President attended a briefing on 
the Panama Canal treaties, given for a 
group of State legislators from Southern 
States in the State Dining Room. 

The White House announced that Dr. 
Brzezinski will travel to Paris, London, 
and Bonn on September 25-28, to review 
international developments with his 
French, British, and West German 
counterparts. 

September 20 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—the Democratic congressional leader- 

ship; 

—Secretary of Transportation Brock 
Adams and several Members of Con- 
gress to discuss the SST Concorde; 
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—Attorney General Griffin B. Bell, 
Robert J. Lipshutz, Counsel to the 
President, Stuart E. Eizenstat, Assist- 
ant to the President for Domestic Af- 
fairs and Policy, and John M. Har- 
mon, Assistant Attorney Counsel ; 

—Vice President Mondale, Dr. Brzez- 
inski, and Adm. Stansfield Turner, 
Director of Central Intelligence; 

—Secretary of Defense Harold Brown 
and Dr. Brzezinski. 

The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of Kansas as a result of 
severe storms and flooding beginning 
about September 11, which caused ex- 
tensive public and private property 
damage. 

September 21 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—a group of 12 Republican Senators; 

—Secretary Adams and several Mem- 
bers of Congress to discuss the SST 
Concorde; 

—Senator Edward M. Kennedy of 
Massachusetts. 

The President attended a briefing on 
the Panama Canal treaties, given for State 
officials and business and political leaders 
from North Carolina and Tennessee in 
the State Dining Room. 


September 22 


The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Senator Jennings Randolph of West 
Virginia ; 

—Attorney General Bell; 

—Secretary Blumenthal; 

—Stanley E. Schneider, international 
president of Kiwanis International. 


September 23 


The President met at the White House 
with: 


—Vice President Mondale, Secretary 
of State Cyrus R. Vance, Secretary 
Brown, Paul C. Warnke, Director of 
the U.S. Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency, and Dr. Brzezinski; 

—A. A. Gromyko, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Social- 
ist Republics; 

—Mrs. Carter, for lunch; 

—Meno Vardas Gilford of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, the sickle cell anemia 
poster child; 

—Vice President Mondale, Secre- 
tary Kreps, Secretary Blumenthal, 
Charles L. Schultze, Chairman of the 
Council of Economic Advisers, James 
T. McIntyre, Jr., Acting Director of 
the Office of Management and Budg- 
et, Sidney L. Harman, Under Secre- 
tary, and Jerry J. Jasinowski, Assist- 
ant Secretary for Policy, Department 
of Commerce, and a group of busi- 
ness leaders ; 

—members of the Inaugural Commit- 
tee for a reception in the State Din- 
ing Room. 

The President attended a briefing on 
the Panama Canal treaties, given for State 
leaders from New Hampshire and Indiana 
in the State Dining Room. 

The White House announced that the 
President will visit Venezuela, Brazil, 
Nigeria, India, Iran, France, Poland, and 
Belgium on November 22—December 2. 


The White House announced that at 
the invitation of the United States Gov- 
ernment, Edvard Kardelj, Member of the 
Presidency of the Socialist Federal Re- 
public of Yugoslavia, will pay an official 
visit to Washington, D.C., from Septem- 
ber 28 to October 5, and will meet with 
the President. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Prime Minister Robert 
Muldoon of New Zealand have agreed 
that in view of the President’s trip abroad 
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in late November, the Prime Minister’s 
official visit to Washington, originally 
scheduled for November 22 and 23, will 
now take place on November 9 and 10. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted September 19, 1977 


The following-named persons to be Represent- 
atives of the United States of America to 
the Thirty-second Session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations: 

ANDREW J. Youn, of Georgia 

James F. Leonarp, Jr., of New York 

Lester L. Woxrr, United States Repre- 
sentative from the State of New York 

Cuartes W. WHALEN, JrR., United States 
Representative from the State of Ohio 

Coretta Scott Kino, of Georgia 

The following-named persons to be Alternate 
Representatives of the United States of 
America to the Thirty-second Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations: 
Donatp F. McHEnry, of IIlinois 
Me ttssa F. WELLS, of New York 
ALLARD KENNETH LOWENSTEIN, of New 

York 

Marjorie Craic Benton, of Illinois 
Joun CuiFFrorp KEennepy, of Oklahoma 

Hucu H. Bowness, of New Hampshire, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the First 
Circuit, vice Edward M. McEntee, retired. 

A. Leon HiccinsotTHaM, Jr., of Pennsylvania, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Third Circuit, vice Francis L. Van Dusen, 
retired. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Federal Farm Credit Board, Farm 
Credit Administration, for terms expiring 
March 31, 1983: 

LAWRENCE Owen Cooper, S8r., of Mis- 
sissippi, vice Ernest G. Spivey, term 
expired. 

Epcar C. RutTHERFoRD, of California, 
vice Earl S. Smittcamp, term expired. 


Submitted September 22, 1977 


BENJAMIN J. Maco, of New York, to be a 
Commissioner of the United States Parole 
Commission for the term of 6 years, vice 
Curtis C. Crawford, term expired. 
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Submitted September 22—Continued 

Ceci M. McCAatt, of Georgia, to be a Com- 
missioner of the United States Parole Com- 
mission for the term of 6 years, vice Maurice 
H. Sigler. 

Rosert D. Vincent, of Oklahoma, to be a 
Commissioner of the United States Parole 
Commission for the term of 6 years, vice 
Lawrence A. Carpenter, resigned. 


Submitied September 23, 1977 


Disco C. Asencio, of New Jersey, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class one, to be Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Colombia. 

Rosert D. Kincsianp, of Missouri, to be 
United States Attorney for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Missouri for the term of 4 years, 
vice Donald J. Stohr, resigned. 

Epwarp G. Warn, of Nebraska, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of Nebraska 
for the term of 4 years, vice Daniel E. 
Wherry. 

Wire D. DurHaM, Sr., of Tennessée, to be 
United States Marshal for the Western Dis- 
trict of Tennessee for the term of 4 years, 
vice Richard N. Moore. 

Ricuarp D. DutreMsBLeE, of Maine, to be 
United States Marshal for the District of 
Maine for the term of 4 years, vice Charles 
J. Pooler. 

Rosert R. Humpureys, of Virginia, to be 
Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services 
Administration (new position). 

Puittre SAMUEL HucuHEs, of Maryland, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Energy (Intergov- 
ernmental and Institutional Relations) (new 
position). 

Lynn R. Coteman, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be General Counsel of the Depart- 
ment of Energy (new position). 

MatTTHEW Ho .pen, Jr., of Wisconsin, to be a 
member of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission for a term of 4 years (new po- 
sition). 

CHares J. CHAMBERLAIN, of Illinois, to be a 
member of the Railroad Retirement Board 
for the remainder of the term expiring 
August 28, 1979, vice Neil P. Speirs, resigned. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 
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CHECKLIST—Continued 
Released September 19, 1977 


Announcement: nomination of Hugh H. 
Bownes to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the First Circuit, and A. Leon Higgin- 
botham, Jr., to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Third Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals 

Released September 20, 1977 


Announcement: filling of the position of the 
“at large” chair on the U.S. delegation to 
the strategic arms limitation talks in Geneva 
by retired Army Lt. Gen. George M. Seig- 
nious II 

Released September 21, 1977 


News conference: on the President’s decisions 
con recommendations of the Presidential 
Task Force on the District of Columbia— 
by Martha M. Mitchell, Special Assistant to 
the President for Special Projects, and 
James Dyke, Assistant to the Vice President 

News conference: on the meeting of the Presi- 
dent and Ismail Fahmy, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Egypt—by Jerrold L. Schecter, Associate 
Press Secretary 


Released September 22, 1977 


Announcement: nomination of Robert D. 
Kingsland to be United States Attorney for 
the Eastern District of Missouri; Edward G. 
Warin to be United States Attorney for the 
District of Nebraska; Willie D. Durham, Sr., 
to be United States Marshal for the Western 
District of Tennessee; and Richard D. Du- 


CHECKLIST—Continued 
tremble to be United States Marshal for the 
District of Maine 

Released September 23, 1977 

News conference: on the President’s forth- 
coming trip to eight nations on November 
22-December 2—by Zbigniew Brzezinski, As- 
sistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs 

News conference: on the President’s meeting 
with Cabinet members and business leaders 
to discuss the Nation’s economy—by Juanita 
M. Kreps, Secretary of Commerce, W. 
Michael Blumenthal, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Reginald H. Jones, chairman of the 
board, General Electric, and Irving Shapiro, 
chairman of the board, Dupont Corp. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved September 20, 1977 
Public Law 95-109 
Consumer Credit Protection Act, amend- 
ments. 

S. 1153 Public Law 95-110 
An act to abolish the Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy and to reassign certain func- 
tions and authorities thereof, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved September 21, 1977 


Public Law 95-111 
Department of Defense Appropriation Act, 
1978. 
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